





provide 
7 , 2138 
ppoint- 
SU) 


thle et: dh 4 el EN 


acini en 


+5 ~estplab 


? 


ae 


> jim ifsick, | willafford him the food or medicine 
> that may be necessary for these purposes. 


: } re 





2a ae ee ee 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Tuiaty-E1catH Coneress, Isr Session. 


| 
«ining food with which to sustain life,and med- | 
aie s with which to care for the sick. 
Now, sit, | want this question put to the House 
+ ‘the hight of the facts as they exist. I ask the 
simple question, will you allow these men, be- 
cause they are blacks, to starve and die in the 
very neigiborhood of our camps in which there 
food and medicines inabundance? If you will, 
» let white and black die alike. 
For myself, L am willing to go further than this 
amendment goes. 1 am willing to substitute for 
the words ‘* negro refugees, commonly called con- 
trabands,”’ the words * refugees, white or black, 
nz to the camps of the United States during 
ogress of the war.’’ For one I wish to be 
uy understood, that whenever any human 
being, whatever his color, is deprived of his or- 
dinary means of support by the progress of the 
'3 of the United States, and stands wanting 
io sustain life, or wanting medicine to cure | 
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food 


Mr. SMITH. I do not know that I fully ap- 





ciate the allusions that have been made upon 

other side of the House; but, sir, when 1 am 

ed upon to look at the condition of the coun- 
try at the present time, when | look at those who 
are atlempting to overthrow and destroy it, who 
are using every means and every instrumentality 
to effect that end, and while they are attempting 
to use for that purpose this class of men, while | 
their declarations have gone forth to the country, 
and are now a matter of record, that they have 
that behind them which will support them and 
maintain their white armies in the field, I look 
upon itas a duty belonging to me as a humani- 
tarian anda citizen of this Government to protect 
either in health or in sickness those who refuse to 
give their aid or their comfort or their labor or 
their influence to those who would destroy me 
and mine andmy Government. Asamember of 
Congress, I regard it as my duty to vote for their 
protection and their support. 

Now, sir, there are men in this country who 
have acted and who are still acting against the 
best interests of the country, against the best 
interests of the Government, against the mainte- 
nance of the Constitution, and against the main- 
tenance of the liberties of the people; who would 
not only destroy but annihilate forever that race 
denominated black heretofore recognizedas slaves, 
if they are for the maintenance of this Govern- 
ment. The people of the South care no more for 
you or for me or for any member upon this floor 
than they do for those who are of adifferent color. 
They would destroy all alike, of whatever party, 
if hecessary to maintain their independence and 
to establish their separate government. They 
would withhold food, medicine, and everything 
that would give a poor, degraded, ignorant, hum- 
vie man the right to breathe free. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish to say as a man 
who has been and isa slaveholder, and whose 
family, so far as I have been able to trace it back 
through the whole history of the Government, 
has held slaves—I hold slaves now and have held 
tem, and my family has held them—yet, sir, | 
Wish to say that the time will never come when | 

| Stall refuse, either at home or anywhere else, to | 
) sive to that man, I carenot how black, whether a | 
> hesro oran American of African descent, who has 
® fied ‘rom the men who are in rebellion, all that he 
heeds tor his comfort and subsistence. 

, The CHAIRMAN. The time for general de- 
m ate has expired 
J Mr. SMITH. I move to amend by striking 


Dies. last word of the pending amendment of 
we Senate, 


, Mr. COX. There is no objection to the gen- 


Uem 1 fo} 2 . . 
S 0 Boing on if gentlemen on this side are 
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. M. sir y to reply. 

Band x oe have. moved an amendment, 
» '\,°@ enutled to five minutes on it. 

. ofA oat tan. I understand, so far asthe men | 
_ “i Gescent are concerned, that the laws 
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to those who have struck at the very existence of 


| the Government, and to those who stand as the 


| aiders and abettors of the rebels. 








You strike 
down the humble white man, you lay him low in 
the dust, you make him the victim of this cruel 
war, whether by his consent or merely because 
of this conspiracy in the South; he is made to 


suffer, and his family is made to mourn his un- | 


timely death, and all in consequence of this re- 
bellion. Gentlemen on the other side of the House 


say that a horse, a cow is property; that land is | 


property, and they have declared that a negro is 
property. ‘Then, if that istrue, the Government 


has the right to take whatever species of property | 


it may want to put down this rebellion. It has 


as much right to take my negro as my horse. So | 


far as | am concerned it is weleome to come any 
moment it pleases and take my horse, my cattle, 
ormy negro. {tcan take my horse for cavalry, 
my cattle to feed the soldiers of the Army of the 
United States, and my negro to put down this re- 
bellion. It may have whatever | possess for that 
purpose. 


Now, sir, I say as a kind man, I say as a Jib- 


eral and just man, that these men, negroesif you 
choose, have my strongest affection, and that I 


female. I do not care how gentlemen may laugh 
on the other side of the Llouse. 
them whether they came from Kentucky or other 
places in sorrow andafiliction. Whenthey come 


to us from rebel masters, if they want medicine, | 


give it to them; if they need food, give it to 
them; if they need kindness, give it to them. 
The people of the United States are bound to 
give itto them. When a negro flies froma man 
who is armed with gun or saber against the United 
States, and to kill you, to make our homes less 
agreeable than they were, to make them houses 
of mourning, it is our duty as men, as humani- 
tarians, to protect him and to give him raiment 
and subsistence. Rather than restore those men 
to slavery who have done us service, 1 would 
sever my right hand from my arm. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. MALLORY. [intended ina few remarks 
to discuss the matter legitimately before the com- 
mittee, and I still intend todo so. Idonotintend 


on an appropriation bill. Ithink I will be found 


| would protect them at all times, whether male or | 


1] would defend | 
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replying to the gentleman's speech or alluding 
to i. 

When I made that speech, it was replied to me 
thatit was intended to colonize the Beaks: I made 
a hasty calculation, and I found it would cost 
$1,200 ,000,000 to colonize all the blacks if they 
concluded to liberate them. Lasked them if they 
intended to do that, and one or two objected to 
it. Now there is one universal sentiment almost 
against this system of colonization. It Is now 
said they must be kept here as laborers on the 
soil, and made equal in every respect with the 
whites, 

Lask this House now if what I charged then 
has not turned out to be true; if this call for char- 
ity upon the Treasury by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and by the amendments of the Senate, 
does not show that this class, whose social rela 
tions are changed in the South, is ineapable of 
supporting themselves? Has not that fact been 
exhibited ina still more marked manner in the 
bill introduced by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Exior,] and passed by this House, 
which placed the entire freed population of the 
Union under the control of a bureau to be con- 
nected with the national Government? ‘They have 
advanced in their march of improvement since 
last session. ‘They have gone so far as to say 
that the States themselves, where these people are 
freed, have not the capacity to administer their 
affairs properly, but thatthe whole control of the 
freedmen shall be taken from the States of the 


| Union, and that they shall be placed under the 
| control of the General Government of the United 


States. 
I did not desire to say anything upon this mat- 


| ter, but 1 was drawn into it by the amendment 
| which was offered, and | hope it will pass. 


[Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. SMITH. I withdraw my amendment, 
and move to strike out the last two words of the 
pending amendment. I wish merely to say a word 
in regard to these men who are now in the contra- 
band camps of the South, and who are considered 
as refugees from their homes in those States that 
have heretofore been considered in rebellion. I 
state to my colleague, and | state it for the ben- 


|| efit of this House, that in the States of Missis- 
to be led into a philanthropic disquisition in the || 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 


as ready as any man to respond to the wants of | 


the black man, and even of the white man. [Laugh- 
ter.} LI would not confine myself to one. 

And by the by, as the gentleman from Iowa 
observed a short time since, hundreds of blacks 
have come into the Army as refugees, and hun- 
dreds of whites also, all wanting food and medi- 
cine, and yet there is not an item in the bill that 
provides a particle of food and medicine for the 
white refugees. Nowif this isto be converted 
from av appropriation bill to enable the Govern- 
ment to carry on its legitimate functions into a 
charitable appropriation bill, | insist as a matter 
of justice thatthese men down there whom my 
colleague [Mr. Smiru} wants to doom to everlast- 


ing punishment in the next world and starvation | 


in this, shall be placed upon an equal footing with 
the negroes. 1 do not concur with my colleague 
in that sentiment, and I do not intend to call down 


| in my speech that sort of visitation upon any be- 


ing in the world, white or black. 

During the last session of last Congress, in a 
debate involving this whole question, I pointed out 
to the members of this House afid to the country 
the results of this grand scheme of emancipation 


| upon which they were aboutentering. I told them 


then that the negro was not capable of maintain- 
ing himself, that be was unfitted for freedom, and 


| rewards of labor. 


Mr.SMITH. I ask the House to extend the 
time of my colleague, so that I may have an op- 
portunity to reply to him. 

Mr. MALLORY. My time has not expired 


honestly, and truly, where they belonged || yet, and I do not want any more time. Iam not | 


sippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas men who were 


| planters before this rebellion began, and who 


owned from one to three hundred slaves, agreed 
to enter upon the free-labor system, and they are 


to-day employing their slaves upon their plant- 


ations, and are making more money than they 
ever made before in the history of this Govern 
ment. | know of one Dunean, of the State of 
Arkansas, who owned two or three hundred ne- 
groes. He freed them all, paid them their wages, 
and in one year, with the present price of cotton, 
he paid for every negro he had upon his place, 
he paid all the expenses of his plantation, he al- 
lowed ten cents a pound for his cotton, and after 
deducting the whole he had in his pocket $1,000 
profit left. Now, sir, there are numbers of these 
men, born and raised in Kentucky, and the best 
planters in the State, who oniy ask thatthey may 
be permitted to employ these black men, and rec- 
ognize them as free men, upon the soil, in order 
to carry on their plantations. I therefore con- 
elude that the policy of the Government is a just 
and right one, for it gives to the former master 


| more money thanhe made before, and gives to the 
| laborer a fair compensation for the labor he ren- 
| ders on the plantation. 


Now, sir, so far as these refugees are concerned, 


| if they flee from one man they find employment 


with another, and employment that compensates 


| themas wellasthe man whoemploysthem. Who 


| can object to that mode of proceeding in those 
that upon the soil of this country he would not || 


| States where there has been difficulty, and where, 
be able to compete with the white man for the | 


|| in consequence of the rebellion, the relation of 


master and slave has been destroyed ? 

It is no fault of the Government; it is no fault 
of men here; itis no fault of speeches made in this 
House; but it is the fault of those men who were 
the owners of these persons; it is the fault of those 
men who have gone into the rebellion; and if the 
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men whom they have left behind choose to.adopt 
the policy ofthe Government and can make money 
tion, Why should there be captious 
And if there are not a sufficient 
number of men left there to employ all those people 
who have abandoned their homes and taken ref- 
uge in the camps of the Government, ts it right 
that this Government should allow them to suffer, 
to languish, and to die when in its beneficence it | 
could protect them ? 

| Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. BLISS. I wish to say a few words in 
reply to the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
SmitnH.} It seems to me thatat the bottom of this 
proposition there is no principle upon which this 
House, in making appropriations of the public 
money, can possibly act. Are we to understand, 
sir, that the Government of the United States is 
to take upon itself the protection, support, and | 
maintenance of all the negroes who may obtain 
their freedom through the process of the emanci- | 
pation proclamation, or who may escape from | 
the service of their masters and pour themselves 
upon our encampments—that money must be ap- 
propriated for their support as well as for ‘the | 
maintenance and compensation of the soldiers of | 
our Government? 

Is it within the constitutional power of this 
House to appropriate the moncy of the country | 
to such charitable purposes? Is it within our 
power to create a benevolent fund to be distrib- 
uted to the poor of the country, black or white? 
is it not altogether out of and beyond the power 
of this House to make such an appropriation? If 
we are to become common almoners of charity, 
why then let us support foreign missions; let us | 
take care of the poor of other countries; let us 
raise by lawful appropriation funds to be sent to || 
the destitute of the world everywhere. 

I think that the House will perceive that such | 
inn appropriation as this cannot be legitimately 
passed, and this is all | have to say upon the sub- || 
ect, 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the committee || 
do now rise, with a view to close the debate upon | 
this amendment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is debate exhausted 
upon the pending amendment? 

Mr. SMITH. 1 withdraw the amendment to | 
the amendment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I hope the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will withdraw his motion that 
the committee rise. I desire to say a few words. 

Mr. STEVENS. I will de so if the gentleman 
will renew it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will do so. 

Mr. Chairman, I renew the amendment of the || 
gentleman from Kentucky, for the purpose of || 
making a remark or two. [| should myself be op- 
posed to voting money out of the Treasury for 
the support of camp-followers and hangers-on 
upon the Army. But Ido not understand that to 
be the purport or object of this amendment of the 
Senate. IL understand the practice of the Govern- 
ment to be this: refugees, or *‘ contrabands,”’ as 
they are called, as the Army advances come within 
our lines, | 
purpose of being put into the Army. They are 
gathered together in ** contraband camps”? before | 
being enrolled and organized. Many of them get | 
sick, as men always do more or less when they | 
are gathered together in camps. Now, the ques- | 
tion is whether the Government will leave men || 
thus gathered together for the purpose of being | 
enrolled and put into the service of the country 
to languish and die for the want of proper medi- 
cines and medical attendance while thus in these 
** contraband camps.”’ 

{do not understand the object of this appro- 


uy the ope 


opposition heres 





| selves to a military camp 


They are gathered together for the || 


1 = 


amendment, and renew the motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. 

Mr.J.C. ALLEN. 
of the amendment at this time, inasmuch as a 
member of the committee has a right to speak in 
op OSILION. ; ; . 

Mr. STEVENS. Still the motion that the | 
committee rise exists. | ask that to be put. 

Mr. KALBFLEISCH. I ask the gentleman | 
to withdraw his motion. Letus have the matter | 
fairly discussed. Itmay justas well be discussed | 
at this time as at any other time. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I understand that when | 
a gentleman offers an amendment, and speaks to 
it, he has no right to withdraw it, if another gen- | 
tleman wishes to oppose it. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has a right to move that the com- | 
mittee rise. 

Mr.J.C.ALLEN. That is true; but the gen- | 
tleman from Pennsylvania yielded the floor to the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnswortnu,} who 
offered an amendment and has discussed it. 

The CHAIRMAN. With the understanding | 
that he would renew the motion that the com- 
mittee rise; which motion he made. 

Mr. J.C.ALLEN. Then the majority of the 
House has the power, under an arrangement of 
this sort, to cut off all debate against any amend- 
ment that may be offered. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have no objection 
myself to withdrawing the motion, but I am un- 
der obligation to the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, who gave way to me. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The question mustbe put 
on the motion that the committee do now rise. | 

Mr. KALBFLEISCH. Can these gentlemen, 
by an agreement between themselves, render nu- 
gatory the rules of the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no discre- 
tion inthe matter. A privileged motion has been 
made, and must be put. 


Mr. HOLMAN called for tellers on the motion | 


that the committee rise. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. J.C. ALLEN 
and Farnswortn were appointed. 
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I object to the withdrawal | 
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| in some other way. If the dictates of human;,, 
require that provision should be made for +)... 
by this Government, let us in some other ¢ 
| provide for the care of theirsick. Let those wy, 
escape—these “contraband refugees’’—wiyo ,., 
capable of being useful in the Army, go into ;), 
Army; let them be employed in such services ,. 
they can be made useful in, and receive ¢),:. 
regular compensation from the Government ¢, 
their support. For those who cannot be made 
useful in this way, let them be removed from ;}, 
Army, and let them be supported in some otha, 
way, and let us not be called upon to provide fo, 
their support in an Army appropriation bil|, _ 

Mr. FARNSWORTH withdrew his ameng. 
| ment. 
| Mr.BLOW. I renew the amendment. [I sho); 

have passed 4 what was said by the gentleman 
on my left [Mr. Matiory] if he had not bee, 
seconded by what the gentleman from Illinois 
{Mr. J. C. Aten] also said. 

Sir, we have suffered somewhat in Missoy;; 
We have been compelled to look on the outrages 
which have been committed upon these people 
and we feel that we would justly be charged wig! 
inhumanity if we were to permit that state of 
things to exist while we had it in our power to 
remedy it by legislation. 

I presume the gentleman from Kentucky gnj 
the people of Kentucky may not be called ypoy 
day by day to witness these impositions pra. 
ticed upon the colored people of Kentucky ths: 
are practiced upon those in Missouri. We no 
only have witnessed them in Missouri, but we 
have witnessed the operations of aset of men reg. 
ularly engaged in the business of running off the 
| freedmen and slaves of Missouri to sel! in Kop. 
tucky. !sthe honorable gentleman aware of that 
fact? Is heaware that Kentucky is drawing from 
the soil of Missouri those freedmen whom this 
nation is in honor bound to protect ? 

I have a case beforeme. Colonel William 4 
Pile, at the head of a regiment of colored troops, 
complains in a letter to General Rosecrans of suc) 
| cases as this. He says he claims that it is du 
to these men and to the loyal heart of the peop 
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The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 44, noes 45. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Mr. Chairman, I am op- 
posed to appropriating money from the public 
Treasury for the purpose of supporting any and 
everybody who may see proper to attach them- 

heriae this war. There 
may be casesin which humanity will require that 


_ refugees from the South, white and black, shall 


have a portion of the Army rations to sustain life, 
or of the Army medicine to recover their health. 
I have had information of one case in perticu- 


| lar, where the soldiers on the field of Chatta- 
| nooga were put, for ten days before the battle, 
| not on half rations, but on less than half rations, 


| in order to support a lot of lazy vagabond ne- 
groes, who had escaped from the farms of the 


| country and come into the lines of the Federal 


Army. 

I believe that this whole policy of fostering and 
protecting negroes by military force is vicious 
in its effect. Some other arrangement should be 
made by the Government besides foisting them 
on our Army in the field. If persons come into 
our camps needing care and attention, the dictates 
of humanity would induce us to make provision 
for them, but it should be done in some other way 


than by an item inan Army appropriation bill. I || 
think that the immense number of negroes who || 
have been hanging around our camps, wherever | 
our Army has gone in the rebel States, have eaten | 
| up our substance and been an injury tothe Army | 


priation to be to furnish indiscriminately medical } in more ways than one. 


supplies and attendance to every slave who runs | 
away from the South. I certainly should not be 
in favor of that. [am in favor myself of giving 


these negroes to understand that they must help || 


themselves, that they are notto become pension- 
ers on the Government, but that they, like other 
men, must helpthemselves. But while the Army 
is gathering contrabands for the purpose of en- | 
rolling them in the Army, it is not a mere ques- 





1 am therefore, Mr. Chairman, in fevor of the | 


| amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Hotman] to limit this appropriation to the use 
of those negroes who are in the service of the 


|, Government. Let us provide in some other way 


| for taking care of those negroes who are thrown 
| upon our charity than through the means of the 
| Army. When you make appropriations of this 
| kind you but hold out inducements to the worth- 


i} 
tion of charity, bat it is a matter of duty, that the ] less portion of the negro a of the South 


Government shall take care of these men, and 
furnish them with the necessary medical supplies 
and food, ‘That is what 1 understand to be the 
object of the appropriation, | withdraw the 








to fasten themselves on the Army and look to it 
for their support. It is an encouragement to 
them thus to look to the Army for support. If 
provision must be made for them, let it be made 


of this State that they should know what has be. 
come of the families of these soldiers, and he prays 
that orders may be sent out for the arrest of » 
persons prowling over the State for the purpow 
of buying and smuggling to Kentucky the wives 
|| and children of these sable patriots, and thats 
persons aiding or assisting them be arrested and 
summarily punished. 

Mr. Chairman, for the benefit of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Exior]} who introduced 
a bill establishing a bureau for these freedme! 
which has passed this House by a bare majority, 
I propose to read from this letter of Colonel Pile 
to which | have referred. After referring toa 
ease of the description | have named, he says: 


“ This is not an isolated case, but only a sample oi many 
similar ones that have occurred during the last two montis 
and I mostrespectfully and yet most earnestly protest agaist 
this infamy in the name of God, justice, and humanity 

“ Believing that you will do all that you have power! 
do to correct these infamous evils, | most respecttully an 
earnestly request, y 

©}, That instructions be given to the provost marshal 0 
the department to graut no passes to any man to Lake Ue 
wife, child, or parent of a colored soldier out of this Sate 
and they be held responsible for granting improper pass 

“2. That the provost marshal’s department be required! 
furnish-a report of all passes given fosslaves to be taken 0 
of the State during the last three months, giving nawe® 
the slave and owner, with their residence, date of peri 
|) and persons to whom granted, in order that I may ascertai 
how many wives and children of colored soldiers have be" 
| taken from the State by Government authority, and alse !oe 
their former masters learn where they were taken. [i ts 
can be done [ wil! send reliable persons to ascertain tel 
present whereabouts and condition. I claim that itis“ 
these men and the loyal heart of the people of this Sil 
that they know what has become of their families. 

‘3. That orders be sent out for the arrest of all persor* 
|| prowling over the State for the purpose of buying and sou 
gling to Kentucky the wives and children of these sab! a 
triots, and that all persons aiding or assisting thei e* 
rested and summarily punished.’’ 











| 
| Sir, I commend these statements to the candid 
and honest consideration of the gentlemen ¥" 
| have just addressed the House. C 
Mr. MALLORY. I oppose the amendment? 

the gentleman from Missouri. The gentem 
inquires if | was aware of the fact of men being 


engeged in the State of Missouri in running S 





|| these “ sable patriots,’? as he calls them, (0 
State of Kentucky, where they are resold 7 
slavery anid held as slaves. [am not aware 0!" 


| 
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bat | tell the gentleman that there is a statute in 


Kentucky which punishes men who are engaged 
in practices of that kind as severely as they are 
vished under any law in the State of Missouri 


or any other State; and if he will come to Ken- 
weky and point out any man who is guilty of 
eyeh an offense we will put him in our peniten- 
tiary and keep him there as long as the gentleman 
from Missouri himself would desire. I have heard 


of no such case as the gentleman alludesto. I | 


think I did hear of a company of mulattoes or 


mixed bloods or quadroons or miscegens from | 
Missouri who came to Kentucky and held a con- | 


yention at Louisville. Soe eee tae to be amixed 
medley of Chase men and 

eoln men, coming there from Missouri. If the gen- 
tleman alludes to thatirruption or emigration from 
Missouri, say to him that I had heard of such 


an occurrence, but I did not know before that they | 


were made up altogether of ** sable patriots.”’ 


But, sir, in answer to the gentleman, I say that | 


| am not opposed to the extension of charity to 
the unfortunate black man or the unfortunate 


white man; but I must say that I think it is a mis- | 


taken policy which extends that charity in the 
way Which this bill proposes. I am willing that 
the Government should be liberal in this regard, 
but I believe with the gentleman from Ohio, { Mr. 
Buiss,] that the Government has no constitutional 
power to expend its liberality in this way. If 
this sum of thirty odd thousand dollars is needed 
to furnish these men with medicines, I am will- 
ing for one to give from my own pocket $300, and 


ifevery other other gentleman in the House will | 


donate a like amount, more than the amount ne- 
cessary will be made up in a perfectly legitimate 
way for that purpose. I will go so much fur- 
ther in my charity as to include the poor whites 
of the country. I will give money to support 
them; to give them food and raiment, if they need 
them. 

| hope that this clause will be stricken out, and 
that when gentlemen talk about extending char- 
ity they will put their hands into their own pock- 


ets and not call upon Uncle Sam to do so, when | 
he is staggering under the heavy load of debt oc- | 


casioned by this war. When itis as much as he 


can do to carry on this war, I will not ask him | 
to do what there is no constitutional warrant for. | 
Mr. BLOW. Do I understand the gentleman | 


to say that he is opposed to the people of Ken- 
tucky carrying off our slaves and freedmen? 

Mr. MALLORY, Certainly I am. 

Mr. BLOW. Will you undertake to do some- 
thing toward a remedy for that injustice ? 

Mr. MALLORY. I tell the gentleman from 


Missouri, and he understands it, that we have a 


law against that in Kentucky sufficient in my es- | 


timation to punish any man who comes into that 
State guilty of that crime. It is as stringent as 
any Missouri ean pass, 
_Mr. BLOW. This thing has been going on 
for six or eight months past in Missouri, and | 
have never heard yet of a slave or freedman that 
has been returned or of a man in Kentucky that 
has been punished. 

Mr. MALLORY. I donot know that the gen- 
tleman can show anybody has been carried off. 
He may hear men talk about such and such things 
having been done, but I defy him to present a 
Single authenticated case. 


tleman says he 
knowledge, let him submit the facts. 
Mr. BLOW. I can refer to a case. 


— MALLORY. If the gentleman will come 
G } 


parties will be punished. The gentleman will 


have to bring another witness, as we require two || 


withesses in Kentucky. I donot mean to reflect 


on the gentleman; it is an old-fashioned law of | 


the State. 


will be no doubt of their . 
| punishment. 
i BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman from 
the freed, (Mr. Brow] has made an allegation that 
- eeam 


entucky, and there again sold into slavery. That 
understood to be the charge. 


Mr. BLOW. | did not 

; make that charge. 
Mr, BLAIR, of Missouri. i 

gentleman did not make it, 


Pn BLOW. | simply said that freedmen and 
ves were run off into entucky. 


e nt I will not take any | 
man's ipse dixit that these ** sable men’’ have been | 


run from Missouri into Kentucky. If the gen- | 
knows it of his own personal | 


omt out that one I will guaranty that the | 


If these cases are arerwr out, there | 


en of that State have been run off into | 


I am glad that the 


rémont men and Lin- |! 








| 


| | 
| 


| were the choice of the American party. 


souri? 

Mr.BLOW. The wives and children of col- 
ored men enlisted inthe United States Army. I 
have heard of both freedmen and slaves. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. In regard to that 
matter the laws of Missouri remain unchanged. 
The ordinance passed by our convention for the 
immediate emancipation of the slaves was defeated 
by the gentleman and his friends. That propo- 
sition was defeated when we had an opportunity 
to make the slaves of Missouri free on compen- 
sation by this Government. Therefore it is that 
the wives and children of colored soldiers remain 
slaves under the laws of Missouri a certain length 
of time, and as such may have been carried into 
Kentucky. But this cannot be properly said to 


be running off freedmen from Missouri into Ken- | 


tucky, I know of no well-authenticated case of 
the kind indicated of running freedmen into Ken- 
tucky and enslaving them. Iam certain under 
the military regulations and the law of Missouri, 


executed as they are under the laws of Kentucky, | 


that nothing of this character could have taken 
place as represented by the gentleman. 
well satisfied of it that Iam willing to take the 
position of the gentleman from Kentucky, and 
defy him to present the proof of any case. It is 
one of the cases out of which the gentleman and 
his friends are making political capital. 


all they care about them. I recollect when the 


I am so | 


That is | 


gentleman himself was a pro-slavery man in Mis- | 


souri; it has not been a great while ago. I think 
I can refer to one of my colleagues in this House 
who knows that D. R. Atchison represented his 
views of the slavery question better than Benton 
or even Doniphan, a fellow-member of the dark- 
lantern fraternity. 

Mr. BLOW. I hope the gentleman to whom 
my colleague alludes will have an opportunity of 
spenking, and that | shall have an opportunity of 


replying. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I hope gentlemen 
upon that side of the House will permit him to 
speak. 

Mr. BLOW. I will say that I never owned a 
slave in my life, and that when I served in the 
Legislature of Missouri with the gentleman who 
has addressed you, [Mr. Brair, of Missouri,} 
and from that time on to this, ! was and have 
been identified with the same I*reesoil party from 


its rise, after Frémont’s nomination that gentle- | 


man has belonged to. I never favored a pro-sla- 
very candidate for any office in my life, and the 
proofs of that fact are recorded at home. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. On the contrary, I 
can deny a part of thatstatement myself. When 


the gentleman was a member of the Legislature | 


of Missouri, he served with a party exactly on 
the other side from me, and belonged to an en- 
tirely different party. He was elected by the 
Know-Nothing party—and I think they were 
cheated in the election. 

Mr. BLOW. Iwasa member of the Anteri- 
can party. The party of the gentleman was di- 
vided, and [ could hardly tell what particular 


party it was he belonged to until the Freesoil party | 


originated in 1857. 
party he belongs to. 
claims to be. Q 
and when the gentleman to whom my colleague 
alludes speaks upon this matter he will say that 
I never voted or proposed to vote for any pro- 
slavery man. The American party had men up 
for office and I supported them not because they 
were pro-slavery oranti-slavery, but because they 
It was 
well known that the American party was neutral 
upon that subject, and did not interfere upon the 
matter of slavery. The gentleman to whom my 
colleague alludes will say so. If he does not, he 


I can hardly tell now what 
I know what the gentleman 


I belonged to the Americn party, | 


will refuse to say a thing which is known the | 


whole length and breadth of the country in refer- 
ence to the American party. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I undertake to say, 
Mr. Chairman, that through that whole Legisla- 
ture of Missouri, when the gentleman served with 
myself in that body, the question was nota ques- 
tion of the American party at all; that the Amer- 


ican party in Missouri was only a subterfuge by | 


which the arenes men of the State attempted | 


to overslaugh and 
was the only man who spoke against the institu- 
tion of slavery, and against that fierce excitement 


efeat Colonel Benton, who | 
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which tended to and finally led to the disruption 
of our Union; that my colleague aided and abet 
ted that effort. And 1 say that in the Amertean 
party he was not satisfied with the pro-slavery 
sentiments of Colonel Doniphan, the pra-slavery 
candidate upon his side, because he did not rep 
resent his views; and that he threatened in that 


/ caucus that he would break from the party and 


vote for Atchison, because he better represented 
his views. And Ll appeal to my colleague here 
{Mr. Roxtiws] for the truth of the assertion | 
make. I ask him to rise and say whether th 
statement [ have made is true or false. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missourt. Mr. Chairman, 
I am too modest a man to be drawn into a dispute 
of this sort, and I feel very much embarrassed by 
the questions which are propounded to me. 

Mr. STEVENS. Imusteall the gentleman to 
order. Gentlemen should speak to the amend- 
ment, or notat all. The rule requires it, and I 
demand that every man shall speak to the pend- 
ingamendment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman 
takes very good care of his bantling, but—— 

Mr. STEVENS. I take care of nobody, and 
Ido noteare much for anybody. [Laughter.} | 
call the gentleman to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
that by unanimous consent this discussion has 
been tolerated, and the gentleman from Missouri 
{Mr. Brarr} was allowed five minutes additional, 
and he has yielded to his colleague. Three min- 
utes of the time still remain. 

Mr. STEVENS. Does unanimous 
give the right to proceed out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It does. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. | hope the gx 
tleman from Pennsylvania will not level any of 
his indignation at me in consequence of my etloct 
to respond. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
tleman. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. I seldom trouble 
the House, and I do not desire to say anything 
which shall do harm, Ido not know as I can 
settle the controversy between the two gentlemen 
from Missouri, and I regret that L have been 
called upon for that purpose; butas Lam appealed 
to by both of them, | muststate candidly my recol 
lections in regard to the facts referred to, With 
a view to place both right as far as | understand 
their political record heretofore, if the House 
will indulge me | will state a few additional facts 
upon the subject. But [ mean to say in regard 
to this particular question before the Louse, that 
I have been surprised at the statement of one of 
my colleagues [Mr. Brow} that freedmen in the 
State of Missouri and thew families have been 
transported to Kentucky, and have there been 
sold into slavery. 

Mr. BLOW. The statement I made was on 
the authority of a letter from Colonel Pile. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. 


consent 


I did not refer to the gen 


l know oft no 


| such cases, and do not believe that any such cases 


exist. I have known of a number of instances 
of gentlemen owning slaves in Missouri and de- 
siring to remove them to Kentucky because of 
their family associations there, who have applied 
to the commander of the department of the Mis- 
souri for permission to take them to Kentucky, 
and that request has been granted. [have made 
such applications myself time and again on the 


| part of friends who desired to remove their slaves 
| to Kentucky, and permission has been granted by 
|| General Schofield. 


Now, in regard to the political status of these 


| gentlemen heretofore, | think | may say this in 
| regard to the cause of emancipation in Missouri, 


that whatever credit is attached to it, whatever 
honor may spring from it now or hereafter, my 
colleague on my left [Mr. Bias] ts certainly en- 


| titled to the claim of being the father of that cause 


in our State. For twenty years past, certainly 
he has been known as an earnest and sincere ad- 
vocate of the cause of emancipation, 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. STEVENS. I now move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. MALLORY. [| hope the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will at least give the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr, Roiiims] time to finish his answer 
to the question of his colleague. 

Mr.STEVENS. Ihave moved that the com- 
mittee rise, and I hope the motion will now be put. 
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The committee divided; and there were—ayes 
41, noes 56, 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. I renew the 
amendment. Mr. Chairman, as I was saying, 
my colleague [Mr. Barr] was so earnest in the 
cause of emancipation in the State of Missouri 
that he was ready as far back even as 1850 to break 
a lance with Colonel Benton on the subject. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a point of 
order. I would inquire if debate is not exhausted 
on the pending amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri has renewed the amendment to the amend- 
ment, and is entitled to speak for five minutes. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, 
I am not at all disposed to extend this discussion 
ifgentlemenare not willing to listen to me. {Cries 
of **Go on!”’]_ I know that anything I have to 
sny upon this occasion is quite uninteresting, and 
if gentlemen are not disposed to listen, lam notdis- 
ye to proceed. . 





{Renewed cries of **Go on! 
was saying that my colleague, (Mr. Biair,} 
even as far back as 1850, when Colonel Benton 
was defeated in the State of Missouri and turned 
out of the United States Senate; and I say, even 
at this distant day, that it was a discredit to our 
State that a man of his great experience and en- 
larged statesmanship should ever have been repu- 
diated by the people of Missouri; but even at that 
time, although Colonel Benton was turned out of 
the Senate because he wasa Freesoiler, he did not 
go far enough in the cause of freedom or emanci- 
pation for my friend on the left, [Mr. Buair,] who 
was ready to break a lance even with Colonel! Ben- 
ton himself, because that gentleman was not trav- 
eling quite fast enough. 
Now, in regard to the political status of my 
friend on the right, [Mr. Brow,]} I have always 
understood him to be in opposition to my friend 
on the left (Mr. Buarr} onthat subject. [Laugh- | 
ter.] [remember thatin 1855 I had the honor of 
meeting with both these gentlemen in the Legis- 
lature of Missouri, and I had the honor frequently 
of meeting the gentleman on the right [Mr. 
Brow} after dark ina“ dark-lantern”’ association. | 
rs And Lremember also very well that 
represented a Whig constituency, who were 
strongly inclined to pro-slavery, and that, carry- 
ing out the views of my constituents, I invariably 
voted for Alexander W. Doniphan, although I 
confess at this late day to the fact that I really 
felt as if I should have no objection if Colonel 
Benton should be returned to the Senate. My col- 
league [Mr. Biow] also voted regularly with me 
for Colonel Doniphan, who was known to be a 
pro-slavery man at that day, and occupied very 
much the position of Hon. David R. Atchison, 
who had been for many years a Senator of the 
United States from the State of Missouri; indeed 
there were a number of the members of the Le- 
gisiature who were inclined to drop Doniphan 
and take up Atchison and reélect him to the Sen- | 
ate, because, perhaps, he went a little further to- 
ward sustaining the institution of slavery, and 
was more desirous to extend it to new fields than 
Doniphan was; and I have understood—whether 
1 am correct or not I do not know—that my col- 
league from St. Louis on the opposite side of the 
House [Mr. Brow] was associated with these 
gentlemen of the American party who were will- | 
ing to drop Doniphan and to vote for Atchison. | 
was notofthat way of thinking. I was known 
asa Benton Whig, if that does not imply a con- 
tradiction of terms; a Benton Whig because it was 
generally cliarged upon me, in my section of the 
tountry, that I was not exactly sound on the ne- | 
gro question. If it were in order I could relate a 
little anecdote on that point. [Cries of “ Tell it!” 


The gentleman from St. Louis to my left [Mr. 

Briair] represented at that time a German con- | 
stituency. I believe he does not do so now; but 
My friend on the right [Mr. Brow] has the honor 
of representing that class of the population of St. 
Louis! Although he was a Know Nothing a few 
years ago, he is certainly the representative now 
of the German voters of St. Louis! At that time 
1 represented one of the largest slaveholding coun- | 
ties in the State of Missouri. And while I state | 
here asa fact that I have ever favored the cause | 
of emancipation in the State of Missouri carried | 
out in a legal, proper, constitutional way, even 

long before the commencement of the rebellion, I 

nevertheless was not inclined to get up a furore | 


and excitement on that subject, and was willing 


Oo Wait and i good cause progress in order, 
hat it would be for the interest 

of Missouri, looking to the 
rapid development of her wonderful resources, to 
exclude the institution, and become, like her other 
great sisters of the Northwest, a free State. These 
have been always my sentiments. They have 


beli« ving aiways lt 


of the great Stat 


been always charged upon me by the more earn- | 


est pro-slavery men of the State—never repudi- 
ated by me, while always disavowing any dis- 
position to interfere with the rights of citizens in 
regard to their slaves, except in a legal, constitu- 
tional way, and having an eye to their full com- 
pensation. I represented one of the strongest 
slave counties in the State at that day; and my 
extreme pro-slavery friends in the Legislature, 
knowing the odium that attached to the name of 


| the gentleman on my left, [Mr. Buair,] because of 


his extreme Freesoil views, and with a view to 


make me as odious as possible on that side of the | 


river where I lived, actually went so far as to at- 
tach to me the soubriquet of Frank, instead of the 
name that I usually bear; and 1 was surprised to 


find myselfaddressed when | went home as Frank | 


Rollins, instead of Hon. James S. Rollins, as I 
am now called! [Laughter.] And, if lam not 


mistaken, I am indebted to my friend (Mr. BLow] 


for having attached to me, or for having codper- 
ated with those who attached to me, this nickname, 
with a view of injuring me among my good pro- 


| slavery friends at home! 


| of making Missouri a free State, during the rebel- || 


{Here the hammer fell.]} 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri, (continuing.) I 
will just add one more remark. 
on.’’] I was not ashamed of the name. 
all. Iam not ashamed of it to-day. Because I 
say here—although perhaps, he being present, it 
may be in bad taste—that if there has been any 


man consistent throughout, and persistent, too, | 


on this subject of emancipation, on this subject 


lion and before the rebellion, that mau certainly 


| has been my friend to my left, [Mr. Buair.] And 





in order to make this joke a practical one—thus 


giving mea name which did not belong to me—I | 


concluded it should not be all lost, and I have the 


honor of having at home a very fine boy whom || 
Pon Mase , . 
I call Frank Blair, now seven years of age, and | 


whom, if he meets his present promise, | expect 
to be some day President of the United States! 
{Laughter. ] 

I think I may close by simply saying that my 
friend from Missouri [Mr. Brair] has been, all 
the time, an inveterate Freesoiler and emancipa- 
ionist. My friend on my right, [Mr. Biow,] 
who was a good while an American, who was 


satisfied with Colonel Doniphan for the United | 
States Senate, and would have been even satisfied | 


with Mr. Atchison, has been, at all events, asso- 
ciated andidentified with the extreme pro-slavery 
veople of that day, while, in these latter days, he 
as become enlightened on that subject, and cer- 
tainly, like all new converts,no one willdeny his 
right to be enthusiastic! 

Mr. BLOW. How was that indicated? 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. 1 have just ex- 
plained. 
1855, and earnestly associated with pro-slavery 
men and parties. 
virtue in Freesoil, any virtue in immediate eman- 
cipation, any virtue in universal liberty, | think 
my colleague has got es much of it infused into 
his body asany man 01 this floor, or, indeed, in 


the United States of America! [Laughter.] Per- | 
haps this rebellion has shed additional light on | 


his mind! I know that many of us have been en- 
lightened on that and agreat many other subjects 
since the war commenced. Perhaps it may be 


that the ten thousand German votes, which the | 
| gentleman represents, have had some influence 


in setting him right! Ido not know how thatis. 
At all events, we are all in a state of progression, 


and I do not think we ought to be held to a strict | 


account for all the opinions that.we may have 
heretofore entertained on this delicate and import- 
ant subject! 

Mr. BLOW. Mr. Chairman, I have never 


upon this floor or elsewhere, in all the contests I 


have had, and especially in those I have had with || 


my colleague from St. Louis, [Mr. Brair,] de- 
scended to personal allusions, nor have I ever by 
word or deed done a single act of injustice to that 
honorable gentleman. f would scorn to rob him 


{Cries of ** Go 
Notat | 


Tle was of the dark-lantern party in | 


But since 1860, if there is any |} 
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of a single honor that he has enjoyed in the pag, 
and w hile he eve cywhe re and vt every ( : 
indulge s In these personal allusions to me, 
pass by me like the idle wind. The very as 
tion he has made this morning, he has in times y, 
defended me against, and itis recorded in his oy 
organ then that these assertions are falsehoods. 
The paper is in existence to show it. The 

ords of the Senate of the State of Missourj wy; 
show that the first regular organization of tj. 

Freesoil party in Missouri arose in 1857, whey 
| Hon. B. Gratz Brown in the House, and mys¢/f 

in the Senate, both voted against Darnes’s resoly. 
tion declaring emancipation in Missouri unjy ' 
and inexpedient. So what becomes of my ¢o). 
league’s veracity in the face of this record? “And| 
said only the other day upon this floor all tha: 
my colleague [Mr. Roxuis] has said to-day jy 
praise of my colieague (Mr. Buair]) as an cariy 
| Freesoil leader. : 

Sir, I neverdeny to any man the merit or praise 
| that is due to him. I would not respect myself 
| I would be ashamed of myself, if I could rise jy 

this Hall and not find it in my heart to do him 

full justice in all his political course. 

Now, sir, there is only one thing in the speech 
the gentleman (Mr. Rotuiws] has thought proper 
to address to the committee of the slightest im- 
portance to me, and that is the reference he has 
made to my action in the joint session of the Le. 

| gislature. And even there he has failed to makg 

a point for hisfriend. He told you over and over 

again that [ was in that joint session as a pro. 

slavery man, and yet all the records of that time 

(1855-56) show that while these elections were 

going on there was no such issue in the State of 

Missouri as pro-slavery or anti-slavery. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. My friend will 
|| not deny, | presume, that he voted for Alexander 
|| W. Doniphan for United States Senator some 
|| forty times, and I presume will not deny that he 
|| was a pro-slavery man? 
|| Mr. BLOW. ay I did vote for Alexander 
| W. Doniphan forty times, and against D. R. At. 
|| chison as many times, and so did eyery other 
member of the American party in the Legisla- 
|| ture. 3 ; 
| Mr.ROLLINS, of Missouri. And was not Mr. 
Doniphan a pro-slavery man? 

Mr. BLOW. The views on this subject were 
not considered. So far as that issue was con- 
cerned, the gentleman knows very well sucha 
thing as pro-slavery or anti-slavery was never 
mentioned in that contest. The gentleman knows 
that, as a member of the American party, which 
he now slurs and I am not ashamed of having 
| belonged to. No, sir, | am not ashamed to own 
that lL wasan American. And lam proud at least 
of that love of country which distinguished it, and 
which, cherished throughout the land, would liave 
saved this country from secession. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. Let me ask my 
colleague whether that was notan issue in the con 
test between Claiborne F. Jackson and Thomas H. 
|| Benton; orrather whether the waragainst Thomas 
|| H. Benton was not on account of his supposed 
\| Freesoil views? 

Mr. BLOW. I repeat here, and the gentleman 
will not deny, that the American party to which he 
and I belonged was neither an anti-slavery nor 4 
pro-slavery party; that the non-agitation of slavery 
| was one of the strong positions which they endeavoree 

to maintain. Willthe gentleman deny that ? Willie 
|| attempt in support of his friend to place himself 
a position in which all the records of the history of 
| the times to which he alludes will confront him ! 
| Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. 1 will notdo the 
gentleman injustice. I certainly have no desire 
| to do that. But I must repeat that in the guber 
natorial contest to which I have alluded the wat 
against Thomas H. Benton was solely onaccoutt 
| of his Freesoil views, and in 1855, I think it was, 
|| he was renominated as Senator, and as member 
Congress at the same time, as a Freesoil cantr 
date. So far as I recollect that was almost th? 
| only issue in that election, and Colonel Benton, 
the stern old Senator, who had served the Sw 
| for thirty successive years, was finally over 
| thrown by the extreme pro-slavery politicians, 
headed by Claiborne F. Jackson, the late tee 
|} sonable Governor of our State. 
|| Mr. BLOW. The gentleman is very anxious 
to succor his friend, but he cannot sustain the pe 
sition he assumes. I state that I was a memo 
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¢ that American party, & sworn member—so | 
©. beand he knows and will not deny that the | 
vent feature ingrafted in the platform of || 
narty was the non-agitation of the slavery 
“ The gentleman knows that | took no 
*cition one way or the other. Neither did he. 
H. neither announced himself as a pro-slavery 
man nor an anti-slavery man atthattime. If he 
did he violated the obligation he took as a mem- 
ber of that party, to which he and [ belonged. 
This thing does not trouble me atall. Nor am 
| re «nonsivle for his shortcomings. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has 


wis 
pees 
that 


quesuion. 


sxpired. 

or, MILLER, of Pennsylvania. 1 will not 
object to the gentleman going on if he will tell us 
what that obligation was. , — 

Mr. BLOW. 1 have stated it as distinctly as I 
can. Lam sorry that my friend had to resort to the 
secret doings of our old party to justify his friend. 

Mr. Chairman, by their own account the two 
gentlemen have been for years playing together 
on a harp of a thousand strings. (Laughter.) 1 
assert that to-day their political position is in ac- 
cord with their whole lives, with the exception of 
the honorable party alluded to, in regard to my | 
colleague from the first district. 

So far as connected with his early struggles for 
Freesoilism I have this to say in reply to my cen- 
sorious friend, that I made, and he heard me, the 
nd Freesoil speech after our party had given up 
American idea, and we were called Freesoilers. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not want to meddle 
with the gentleman’s reputation, [Mr. Roxuiws,] 
but itisan extraordinary spectacle presented here 
when he says that he was.a Freesoiler at the same 
time that he voted forty-four times for Doniphan, 
who was the pro-slavery candidate. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. One word. I 
thought | had explained that. | wascarrying out | 
the wishes of my constituents. I said-that | rep- 
resented the strongest pro-slavery district in Mis- 
souri; that Doniphan was their favorite, and that 
in accordance with their wishes I voted for him. 
My friend from St. Louis [Mr. Biow] repre- 
sented a large majority opposed to Colonel Doni- 
yhan, yet he was so anxious to defeat Colonel 
ee the Freesoiler, that he violated the wishes 
of his constituents todo it! Thatis the difference! 

Mr. BLOW. The gentleman is welcome to 
vbenefitof hisexplanation. While he thought 
one way, he voted another. I have nothing to 
do with him or his opinions. Ihave notattacked 
them. I care nothing about them. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. Do you believe 
in a Representative carrying out the wishes of his 
constituents, or not? 

Mr. BLOW. As a faithful Representative I 
intend to carry out the wishes of my constituents. |, 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. ‘Then the gen- 
tleman cannot object to me for having done so. 

Mr.BLOW. Asregards my friend, his record 
willsustain him or not, Itis well known and un- 
derstood in Missouri. I have no time to go into | 
an explanation of it. 1 have expended too much | 
time on the gentleman already. I desired to put 
myself right, and have done so. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. 
happy to aid the gentleman in getting right. 
(Laughter.} I am doing that now. Even in 
these revolutionary times I want him not to travel 
quite so fast. 

Mr. BLOW. These poor, miserable slanders 
ave been raked up on every occasion. They 
are dragged before the public whenever it is pos- 
sible to do so, to be made the matter of discus- 
sion. Yet from the Missouri Republican and his 
Own organ, and from the columns of the Demo- | 
frat, which he edited, 1 believe, at the time him- | 
ett, | pin upon him the fact that they will show | 
oa these slanders were false from beginning to | 

nd. If gentiemen had proper regard for their 
pretation and honor they would not permit 
i pe . be fastened upon them without an | 
e atin. They are easily obtained now | 
tive iM sani ps who wants to know the rela- 

s bm of these two gentlemen and myself. | 
a aor aes must be aware of the facts and of | 
that in 188 i y colleague mustat least recollect || 
ould emeree when he went before his first Free- || 
Al the seen in Missouri, we were nominated 
al Je convention and upon the same ticket— 
State S, gress, while I was nominated for the || 

“hate again. And, sir, there is this thing || 


Kec 
the 


th 


we 





1 will be very 





left, [Mr. Brarr,} 
} . . 
| deal more temper than either good taste or his 
I confess, sir, | 


|| kind constituency. 


| my friend upon my left, [Mr. Brarr.] 
| that I have at times sympathized with my friend 


| him politically. 


| and so am I. 


|| discretion, I plead guilty to it. I 
|| country, for the preservation of this Union and 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


about me, that while I will never deny to another || 


the merit and the honor that is due him, I will 


defend myself to the last, even though it may be | 


certainly will be when the facts are brought be- 
fore the public. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of Missouri. I renew the 
amendment. You, Mr. Chairman, will bear wit- 
ness to the manner in which I was drawn into 
this discussion. I have no taste for this sort of 
controversy, but I must be indulged in a single 
word in reply to my colleague who has just taken 
his seat. I have stated, so faras I have been called 


| at the expense of his reputation for honor, as it || 


upon, general facts, without going into the indi- | 


vidual political history of these gentlemen. I did 
not propose to do that, and I do not propose to do 
It now. 


I have no doubt my colleague (Mr. BLow] is | 


a very honorable man, but I think he has got 
rather the worse of the argument in this collision 


he has got into with my excellent friend on my | 


> 


better judgment will sanction. 
shuddered for my own reputation when assailed 


with such vigor and eloquence as my colleague | 
| manifested just before he took his seat. 


been a terrible Blow to me, [laughter,] and I do 
not know that I shall be able to survive it. ButlI 


must rely upon the generosity of my constituents, 


a generosity which | can attest for at least twen- 
ty-five years. I can rely upon the liberality of 


feeling with which they have viewed my humble | 


acts i private and public life, and for which I 
shall be ever grateful. 
I think | may with them at 
least survive the blow I have received this after- 
noon. 


the State of Missouri. I have named the men 
for whom he voted, and the political position of 
thosé men. And | have done the same thing for 
It is true 


on my left,and at times have been opposed to 
Itis true, as the gentleman [Mr. 
Bow] rather intimated, that I associated with 


my other colleague, (Mr. Buarr.}] I am proud || 


of that association to-day. He is working for 


of men who are professing great loyalty in their 


and hence has shown a good | 


It has | 


| represent, sir, a very | 


But I protest that I had no intention to | 
| do that gentleman injustice. 


I have mentioned the political organization to | 
which he belonged, and with which he acted in | 


| the best interests of the country, as I believe; | 
He is supporting the Government | 
| to-day, and is using his best efforts to preserve 
| this noble and beautiful fabric of Government | 
| which traitors are attempting to destroy—traitors 

| who are in fact receiving indirect aid at the hands | 








hearts; men who by their extreme policies are || 


| strengthening the rebellion, and who, if they 
| succeed, will finally destroy the Government. I | 
| accept as a compliment rather than a sneer, as 


it was intended, the remark of the gentleman that 


| | am associated with my friend here to-day, who 


is actuated by a pure, holy, and patriotic motive 


| with a view to overthrow this rebellion against 
| the Governmentof the United States; with a view 


to the salvation of the Union; with a view by 
prudent and wise measures to bring back the 
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tee be closed in one minute after the committes 
again resume consideration of the bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 4 

Mr. O’NEILL, of Ohio. lask leave of absence 
for my colleague, Mr. Finck, for two or three 
weeks. The sad death of his father is the founda+ 
tion of the request. 

Leave of absence was granted. 

Mr. GRINNELL. Iam paired off with Mr. 
Finck, and I ask leave of absence on account of 
sickness in my family. 

Leave of absence was granted. 

And then, on motion of Mr. MORRILL, (at 
forty-five minutes past four o’clock, p. m.,) the 
House adjourned. 








IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, March 8, 1864. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpracanp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, . 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented the memorial of 
a committee on behalf of the New Jersey State 
banks, appointed by a convention of State bank 
officers held in the city of Trenton on the 14th of 
January, 1864, praying that the tax levied on the 
business of banking may be reduced to one quar- 
ter per cent. perannum on the average amount of 
circulation and deposits, thereby equalizing the 
same with other business interests of the country; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Ocean 
county, New Jersey, praying for an increase of 
the facilities for the transportation of the mails, 
vassengers, and freight between the cities of New 
Fork and Philadelphia; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. HARLAN presented resvlutions of the Le- 
gislature of lowa, recommending that discharged 
soldiers who have been disabled by wounds or 


| disease in the service of their country should have 


the preference in being employed in all positions 
within the gift of the Federal Government; which 
were ordered to lic on the table, and be printed. 

He also presented resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of lowa, in favor of paying soldiers on sea- 
men of African descent in the service of the Uni- 
ted States the same pay as i¢ given to other sol- 
diers and seamen of the same grade, and that they 
receive the same protection that other soldiers and 
seamen are entitled to under the Articles of War; 
which were ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Cali- 
fornia, praying for the repeal of an act entitled 
**An act to grant the right of preémption to cer- 
tain purchasers on the Soscol Ranch, in the State 
of California,’’ approved March 3, 1863; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. COWAN presented the petition of John 
B. Myers & Co. and others, merchants of Phila- 
delphia and citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for 
the passage of a law taxing the circulation of all 
banks chartered by State Legislatures, to such 
an extent as will compel them to call in all their 


| issue, so that the country shall have nothing but 


wandering children of the Republic to their duty | 


and to the obligations which they owe to our 
common country. If that is wrong, if that is in- 
am for the 


the Constitution, and | believe my friend is also 
for the same thing; and hence | am willing to 
coéperate with him, and with all good men who 
aim atthe same high and noble and holy and 
patriotic objects. 
Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. THAYER. I move the committee rise. 
The motion was agreed to, 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


resumed the chair, Mr. Asuxey reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and especially Senate amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 156) making appro- 
priations to supply deficiencies in the apprépria- 


| tons for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1864, and 


had come to no conclusion thereon. 
Mr. MORRILL. 1 move that all debate upon 
the section now under consideration in commit- 


national legal-tender currency ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance, 


Mr. MORGAN presented a memorial of col- 
lectors of the customs of the several collection dis- 
tricts on the northern, northeastern, and north- 
western frontier, praying that they may be allowed 
the same fees and percentages that are allowed 


| to collectors of customs on the sea-board; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


He also presented four memorials of citszens of 


| New York, praying for an increase in the facili- 


ies for the transportation of mails, passengers, 


| and freight between the cities of New York and 


Philadelphia; which were referred to the Com- 


_ mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
and soldiers of the United States, praying that 
the Constitution may be so amended as to recog- 
nize the obligations of the Christian religion and 
to prevent slavery; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTERS. 


Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on the. 
District of Colambia, to whom was referred 'n bal 
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(S.. No. 138) to regulate proceedings in cases be- | 4 ve ry short one, about which I think there can || against officers that may be made the basis y 
be no controversy,and which the city authorities | 


tween landlord and tenant in the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported itwith an amendment. 

Mr. WILLEY, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Cokambia, to whom the subject was re- 
ferred, reported a bill (S. No. 155) to incorporate 
the Union Gas-Light Company of the District of 
Columbia; which was alk and passed to a sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. DIXON, from the Committee on the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, to whom was referred a bill 
(S. No. 114) to amend section five of an act enti- 
tied **An act to continue, alter, and amend the 
charter of the city of Washington,”’ approved 
May 17, 1848, and further to preserve the purity 
of elections and guard against the abuse of the 

ective franchise, by a registration of electors for 

he city of Washington in the District of Colum- 
bia, reported it without amendment. 

Vir. CARLILE, from the Committee on Pub- 

Lands, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 
109) to expedite the settlement of titles to lands 
in the State of California, reported it with amend- 
nent 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, towhom were referred papers 
relating to quieting titles in the late disputed ter- 
ritory in Maine, under the fourth article of the 
treaty of Washington, submitted a report accom- 
panied by a bill (S. No. 156) to carry into effect | 
the fourth article of the treaty of Washington, 
concluded between Great Britain and the United 
States on the 9th of August, 1842. The bill was 
read and passed to a second reading, and the re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
154) to provide for the better organization of the | 
quartermaster’s department; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on | 
Military Affairs and the Militia. and ordered to | 
be printed. 

BRANCH PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Pacific Railroad be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of furnishing aid 
in the construction of a railroad trom Fort Leavenworth to 
intersect the Pacifie road at Lawrence, Kansas. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that | 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives had 
signed the following enrolled bills; and they were | 
thereupon signed by the Vice President: 

A bill (EL. R. No. 42) .o enable guardians and 
committees of lunatics appointed in the several 
States to act within the District of Columbia; 

A bill (8S. ‘No. 15) to incorporate the Wash- 
ington City Savings Bank; 

A bill (S. No. 19) for the relief of L. F. Cartee; | 

A bill (S. No. 39) to authorize the enrollment 
and license of the steam-tugs B. F. Davidson and 
W. K. Muir; 

A bill (S. No. 81) to apportion the expenses of 
the levy court of the county of Washington upon 
the basis of population; and 

A bill (S. No. 110) for the relief of John H, 
Shepherd and Waiter K. Caldwell, of Missouri. 

DISTRICT BUSINESS. 

Mr. GRIMES. IL ask the Senate to set apart 
some ilay—say Tuesday of next week—for the 
consideration of business that relates specially to | 
the Dysirict of Columbia. Oneday, it will bere- | 
membered, has already been devoted to that pur- | 
pose, but we were unable to dispose of the busi- | 
ness then before the committee, two or three long 
and important bills still remaining over. Since 
that time several more bills of a good deal of cone | 
sequence have been reported, three of them this 
morning; and | therefore ask that that order be 
made, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
lowa moves that Tuesday next be specially as- 
signed for business relating to the District of Co- 
lum bia.” ¥ 

The motion was agreed to. 


TAXATION IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr, GRIMES, There is a small bill reported | 
from the Commitice on the District of Columbia, | 


————— eee 


“a: || 
shall be made; this provision not to be construed || 
| as repealing, but being intended as auxiliary to, || 


are very anxious should be passed at as early a 
day as possible. I therefore move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
136, to amend ‘*An act to incorporate the inhab- 
itants of the city of Washington,’’ passed May 
15, 1820. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

It proposes to amend the first paragraph of sec- 
tion eight of an act to incorporate the inhabit- 
ants of the city of Washington, passed May 15, 


| 1820, so as to read as foliows: that the said cor- 


poration shall have full power and authority to 
lay taxes on particular wards, parts, or sections 
of the city, for their particular local improve- 
ments, and to cause the curbstones to be set, the 
foot and carriage ways to be graded and paved, 
or so much thereof as they may deem best, and 


| the necessary sewerage and drainage facilities to 


be introduced under and upon the whole or any 


| portion of any avenue, street, or alley, and also 


to cause lamps to be erected therein, and to light 
the same, and to pay the cost thereof out of the 
funds of the ward in which such improvement 


the power they already pone to make local im- 
provements on the application of the owners of 


| property benefited thereby. 


Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend the bill by 
adding the following as a new section: 

Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, That in all cases in 
which the streets, avenues, or alleys of the said city pass 
through or by any of the property of the United States, the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings shall pay to the duly 


| authorized officers of the eorporation the just proportion of 
| the expense incurred in improving such avenue, street, or 


alley which the said property bears to the whole cost there- 
of, to be ascertained in the same manner as the same is 
apportioned among the individual proprietors of the prop- 
erty improved thereby. 


The purpose of the amendment is this: that 
where the city government improves a street on 


| which the General Government owns a square or 
| piece of ground abutting upon it, the Federal Gov- 





| 


| olution is now before the Senate. 


ernment shall pay its fair proportion of the ex- 
pense of grading or paving that street, the same 
as individuals would if they were the owners of 
it in place of theGeneralGovernment. It seems 
to me it is proper that it should be done. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 


| was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, | 


was read the third time, and passed. 
COTTON SPECULATIONS BY OFFICERS. 


Mr. POWELL. I move to take up a resolu- 
tion I introduced the other day directing the Sec- 


| retary of Warto transmit to the Senate the report 


and evidence accompanying it made by a com- 
mission of which General McDowell was the 
head, to investigate cotton transactions in the 
armies of the West and South. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The following res- 
It will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That ie Secretary of War be directed to trans- 
mit to the Senate the report and evidence taken by the mil- 


| itary commission, at the head of which was Major General 


Irwin McDowell, appointed to investigate the conduct of 


officers of the Army, and others engaged in the military 
service, in cotton er other speculations. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I do not think 
the Senate ought to order those papers to be sent 
here or publish them. If it were a report of a 
court-martial, where both sides could be heard, I 
certainly should not object to calling for the papers 
or publishing them in any case whatever. But 
this was simply a commission sent out to make 


investigations and report for the information of Mr. GRIMES. 


the Government. | do not think such papers 
should be called for or published by the Senate. 
It is hearing one side of a question, not the whole 
as in a court-martial, where the accused is heard 
and where the facts are all disclosed. The im 
formation obtained was for the action of the Gov- 


ernment, to guide them in prosecuting officers || 


who have violated their duties; and I think all 
such papers ought to be carefully kept by the 


Government, because they may do the grossest || and the President so declared it to be. 
had 


injustice to men who have no hearing, and 
they ought to be regarded in the nature of rumors 
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which the Government may institute proceed. 


ings. When they have done that, when « may 
| has been charged, when he has been court-mar. 
tialed, when he has had a hearing, let those facts 
be disclosed; but | think this resolution Ought nox 
to be adopted. 

Mr. GRIMES. Dol understand that this res. 
olution is now before the Senate? : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in its ordo, 

| Mr..“GRIMES. I propose an amendment to 
the resolution. I move to amend it in the firs, 
| line by striking out the words ‘* the Secretary of 
| War be directed”’ and inserting the words the 
| President of the United States be requested ,” anq 
| by adding to the resolution the following: 


* And that the President be requested to accompany said 
report and testimony with any and all testimony in his pos. 
| session or inthe War Departnent tending to elucidate the 
| transactions embraced or referred to in said report ;’ so tha 

if amended it will read: 

| Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
| quested to transmit to the Senate the report and evidences 
| taken before the military commission, atthe head of whieh 
| was Major General Irwin McDowell, appointed to inves). 
| gate the conduct of officers of the Army, and others engaged 
| in the military service, in cotton or other speculations ; ang 
| that the President be requested to accompany said report 
| and testimony with any andall testimony in his possessing 
or in the War Department tending to elucidate the transac 
tions embraced or referred to in said report. 


Mr. President, I am not very familiar with the 
laws of courts-martiai or with the Army regula. 
tions; but I understand from gentlemen who are 
familiar with the subject, that this whole proceed. 
ing on the part of the War Department and on the 
| part of General McDowell was an express viola- 
|| tion of the Articlesof War. I have been referred, 
I think, to articles ninety and ninety-one, which 
expressly declare that no superior officer shall cre- 
| ate a commission similar to this that was created, 
| at the head of which was General McDowell; but 
| that in every case of that kind the designation 
| shal] be made and the commission created by the 
| President of the United States, and by him alone, 
| lam informed that the President of the United 
| States was wholly ignorant of the fact that any 
such commission had been appointed. But let that 
be as it may, it was an entirely ex parte inquiry. 
A commission of general officers was appointed 
to traverse the country and fish up testimony 
‘against such persons as they saw fit to arraign 
and to investigate the conduct of. 

Among others who were arraigned before this 
court without his knowledge, without his pres- 
ence, without having an opportunity to vindicate 
himself, was a gentleman from my State, General 
| Curtis. I am told that in the report that was sub- 
mitted there is some ex parte testimony, which, 
standing by itself and unexplained , does implicate 
| General Curtis. But I am informed by gentle 
men who have taken the trouble to investigate the 
| subject, that every particie of that testimony in 
| relation to General Curtis has been disproved by 
testimony furnished by him and new in the pos 
session of the President of the United States ori 
| the War Department. So satisfactory was the 
| exculpation of General Curtis, that the President 
| of the United States at once pronounced that he 
| 
' 











was entirely exonerated from all blame and from 
all censure, and he sent him to a command. 
Now, sir, the purpose of the amendment thet 
I offer is that if this resolution passes at all the 
testimony called for when sent in to us shall be 
accompanied by this other testimony, which was 
also taken under the sanction of an oath, and 
which is also the testimony of some of the very 
witnesses who swore against General Curtis bes 
| fore this commissicn, so that the world shal! have 
| an opportnnity to judge somewhat in regard © 


‘ 





both sides of the case. 
Mr.POWELL. Allow me to ask the Senator 

| if he has seen the testimony. 
] have not seen the testimony, 
but my colleague in the House of Representatives 
who represents the district in which I live and ia 
| which General Curtis lives—Mr. Witsox—he# 
|| seen it, and has told me all aboat it. ; 
|| Mr. POWELL. Did he see it at the Wat 
|| Office? "es 
Mr. GRIMES. He saw it at the President’ 
| who told him all about it, and he assured me tht! 
|| it was an entire exculpation of anager 
do 
| want an ex parte statement or ex porte testimony 
| to go to the world to the detriment of a cilizet 


| 
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fom my State when the record in the same De- 
ro } . 
partment entirely exonerates him, 
Mr. LAN 
- amendment to the amendment of the Senator 
pe lowa, by inserting the words ** if inthe opin- 


jon of the 


yice That is the usual form. : 
| desire to say, inaddition to what has been said 
by the Senator from Lowa, that so far as Major 


General Curus is concerned, he is anxious, and || States, who allows such things without his knowl- | 


edge, and permits officials thus to transgress the | 


jis friends are anxious, that the testimony should 

» tothe world with the counter testimony he has 
4 ) 
since furnished. 

The a “= 
amendment is in order. The Senator from Kan- 
sas proposes to amend the amendment by insert- 
ing after the word ‘*requested’’ the words ‘*if 
not in his opinion ineonsistent with the public 
interests. 

Mr. POWELL. I did not expect that the pas- 
sage of this resolution would meet with the re- 
sistance thatit hasmet with. So faras the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Iowa is con- 
cerned, | must say that I think it is proper, and 
to that | have noobjection. 1 donot wish in any 
way to injure the reputation of any citizen or any 
officer of this Government, either in the military 
or the civil service, and if testimony is asked for 
the tendency of which is to injure his reputation 
in any way whatever, if there should be in the 
same department counter testimony, I am per- 
fectly willing it should be made known to the 
public. 1 will therefore accept the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from lowa; at least that 
part of it which asks that the testimony taken to 
exonerate General Curtis be also sent in. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, however, 
seems to object to this testimony being brought 
before the Senate. He says it is testimony taken 
by the Government, and it should be kept by the 
Government for their own inspection to regulate 
and govern theiraction. Sir, I had supposed that 
the Senate was a partof thisGovernment, I am 
still of that opinion, notwithstanding the remarks 
of the Senator from Massachusetts would indicate 
that he held otherwise. We, as a part of this Gov- 
ernment, have a right to have this testimony laid 
before us. 

The reason why I have offered this resolution 
is that I have seen it stated in the public journals, 
I have heard it from private individuals—gentle- 
men whom I know to be men of honor and ve- 
racity—that there had been outrageous frauds in 
that military department. I have heard it inti- 
mated and stated over and over again that the evi- 
dence accompanying the report of General Mc- 
Dowell would show that fact beyond doubt. Believ- 
ing thatit would do it, from the intelligence I had, I 
thought iteminently proper that the Senate should 
have that testimony brought before them, and 
have it published. We, as a part of the Govern- 
ment, have a righttoit. If that testimony proves 
that the officers of this Government have been 
acting fraudulently or corruptly, it ought to be 
known. If there is testimony there to exculpate 
them, common fairness and justice would demand 
that that also should accompany it, and to that I 
Lave no objection, 

The Senator from Massachusetts said it had not 
been usual to publish such testimony taken be- 
fore such commissions. Allow. me to tell that 
honorable Senator that he was reatly mistaken 
when he made that assertion. i remember that 
we did publish testimony taken before more than 
one commission sent out from that department. 
The report of the commission composed of Mr. 
Holt, Judge Davis, and a Mr. Campbell, I be- 
lieve, to investigate the affairs of the department 
of General Frémont in St. Louis, was published. 

he report of a commission, of which Mr. Holt 
and Mr. Robert Dale Owen were at the head, to 
vestigate ordnance and gun contracts, sent out 
a ine. Was Department, was published by or- 
lish ox ~ Senate. It has been common to pub- 
ane mearins We have arightto know what 
the oft ny be commission collected. Such was 
eee the commission of which General 
a oa pe the head, and that of which Holt 
on Gen tv tne a part, that General Frémont 
ion 2 era! Curtis were both suspended for some 

rom their commands. lam notin favor of 


rg such testimony back. Let the country 


OW it. 


President the evidence can be furnished | 
not incompatible with the best interests of the ser- | 
i 


VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s | 


| 





E, of Kansas. I should like tomove | 


| very much as he pleases, without regard to the de- | 


The Senator from lowa tells us that this wasa 


commission of which the President had no know!l- | 


edge; that it was organized by the War office 
without his knowledge orconsent. That may be 
so; for I think the Secretary of War does things 


sire of the President or to the laws and Constitu- 
tion of his country. But, sir, it is humiliating 
that such excuses should be given by Senators 
for the Executive. The President of the United 


_Tules of propriety of one of the Departments of 








this Government, does not deserve the commis- | 
The President should in- | 


stantly dismiss such officers from his service. 


eration of anybody. 


But, sir, the honorable Senator tells us that his 
colleague in the other House has examined these 


capers and that they exculpate General Curtis. | 
It would be a pleasant thing for | 


hope they do. 
me to find that every official of the Government 
whose reputation had been assaulted was fully 
vindicated and justified. But, sir, there is no pos- 
sibility for me ever to get to look into those doc- 
uments; for | went to that War office on one oc- 
casion for the purpose of examining a report on 
file there to perfect a bill that was pending before 
this Senate that | had introduced to prevent frauds 
upon the War Department, and | was flatly re- 
fused by Mr. Stanton the privilege of reading the 
report in his office. I suppose he allows those 
who are in political amity with him to examine 
those nena . He refused me that privilege. I 
thought it was un unpardonable rudeness to me, 
and since then I have not put my foot across the 
threshold of the room in which that officer sits in 
the War office. 

Sir, I hope this resolution will pass, and 1 hope 
that J] and other Senators may have the privileges 
accorded to Republican members of Congress, of 


have the privilege of seeing them at least. I, for 
one, have been denied examinations there. If I 
had been permitted heretofore to examine these 
records in that office | would have gone there. | 
would have read over this testimony mysell, and 


| I would not have troubled the Senate with a res- 


olution asking it to be published unless | thought 
the public service imperiously demanded it. I 
accept the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Iowa. I think that additional testimony 


as TN 
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should be published along with the testimony re- | 


ported by General McDowell. 
objection to the resolution being directed to the 
President instead of to the Secretary of War, for 
the Secretary of War now stands in contempt of 
resolutions passed by this body. 


the testimony upon request. I desire that the 
resolution, as it is modified, may be adopted by 
the Senate. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 
derstand the histor 
be that neither the p 
nor the Secretar 
it, and that it originated with the commander-in- 
chief. 
of the Senator from Kentucky upon the Secretary 
of War or of the President of the United States 
except this, that if I were the President of the 
United States or the Secretary of War, discharg- 


Mr. President, I un- 
of this board of inquiry to 


ing my duty patriotically and faithfully to my | 


country, | would consider an assault from the 


I hope the Pres- | 
ident will not be so imperious, but will give us || 


resident of the United States | 
of War had any knowledge of | 


I have ne answer to make to the assaults | 


Senator from Kentucky as the highest compli- 


ment that could be paid to me. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kentucky accepts the amendment of the Senator 
from lowa as a modification of his resolution; and 
the question now recurs on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Kansas as a distinct 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Icannotallow this question 
to pass from the Senate without saying a few 
words in regard to a gentleman whose name has 
been connected with it—Major General Curtis. 
During a long and intimate friendship with Gen- 
eral Curtis, dating back to my early youth and 
continued through years of pablie service, | have 
formed of him the highest opinion. 1 know him 
to be a man pure, upright, honorable, and just. 

When | first saw that Major General McDow- 
ell was at the head of a court of inquiry to inquire 


into his conduct, and that the newspapers were | 


publishing charges detrimental to the reputation 


1 have no special || 








| sitive man. 


| such was not the fact. 
| heved of his command in Missouri because he 
| took the radical side in Missouri. 
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of General Curtis, it excited my attention. | read 
carefully all that was said about it, made diligent 
inquiry, and had a correspondence with General 
Curtis on the subject. General Curtis informed 
me, when it was charged in the newspapers that 
he was engaged in speculating in cutton and had 
made a large sum em in that way, that he 
had never bought any cotton, directly or indi- 
rectly, had never been engaged inany way in any 
such speculations, had never made one dollar or 
one cent in any transaction in the department of 
the South on any kind of property whatever, and 
never received anything daving the time he was 
in the service in Arkansas and Missouri except 
the salary given him by law. 

I noticed shortly afterwards the publication in 
the newspapers ofits parte testimony; among the 
rest a statement made by General Steele, if I re- 
member aright, giving hearsay declarations in 
which General Curtis’s name was involved. The 
attention of General Curtis was called to it. The 
very moment he ascertained that such an exam- 
ination had been had, and that officers had been 
examined without his knowledge before this com- 
mission, he took steps to procure testimony in 
his vindication of the most conclusive character, 
to be sent to the President. 

Mr. GRIMES, 
inguiry. 

ir. SHERMAN. Yes, sir; the very moment 
the subject was called to his attention he demanded 
a court of inquiry or court-martial or some mode 
ofinquiry into his conduct, insisting that he should 
not rest under these imputations without having 
an opportunity to answer them. He was replied 
to that there-were no accusations against him. 
A court-martial ora court of inquiry was refused, 





He first demanded a court of 


| as the accusation was not of a character to be 


submitted to a court of inquiry. He, however, 


dec || took testimony and sentit to the President of the 
examining papers on file in that War office, or || 


United States, and the President of the United 
States was so entirely satisfied that General Cur- 
tis was guiltless of this matter that he at once so 
declared, and openly and frankly relieved General 
Curtis from the charge. 

The Senator from Kentucky stated that General 
Curtis was relieved from his command on aceount 
of these charges. I can assure the Senator that 
General Curtis was re- 


Mr. POWELL. I stated the impression | had. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lam very glad to correct 
that impression. 

Mr. POWELL. Of course I stand corrected 
if the Senator knows the fact, because I did not. 
l saw it stated in the public journals that that 
was the cause of his removal. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can state the contrary 
from the highest authority, the President of the 


| United States, who told me himself that General 
Curtis was not relieved from his command on 


account of these accusations about cotton specu- 
lations; that they had nothing to do with it; that 
they had been entirely and satisfactorily ex- 
plained. 

1 make these declarations in behalf of General 
Curtis, who is notonly a pure man, but ts a sen- 
He retired from the public service 
with a keen sense of injury done to him by these 
secusations which he was not allowed to meet. 
Fortunately, he has been able to repel them and 
outlive them in public sentiment, and has been 
assigned toanimportantcommand. I make these 
declarations because | happen to know them and 
because I feel the injustice that was done to Gen- 
eral Curtis. 

It appeared also in the testimony that the per- 
son with whom it was said he was interested in 
buying cotton was Mr. Guthrie, a gentleman who 
had long lived at Memphis. He had been en- 


| gaged in the cotton business, and was carrying on 


trade in cotton by a permit from the Secretary of 
War and the Secretary of the Treasury. Gen- 
eral Curtis had no connection with him, directly or 
indirectly,except the fact that in former years they 
had been acquainted and perhaps were distantly 


| connected in Ohio; but he had no connection with 


him, directly or indirectly, and gave him no aid or 
codperation in his cotton speculations, and never 


|| received a dollar from them. 


These accusations against military officers are 
very easily made, and the officers themselves are 
the most helpless beings inthe werld. They ecan- 
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notcome out in the newspapers and say they are 
not engaged in these feaudulentand dishonorable 
operations, be cause they cannot meet accusa- 
tions 1a that way. They are busy, and probably 
their attention may not beealled tothem. They 
may demand a court of inquiry, but the Depart- 
ment reply that there is no accusation in proper 
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think the officers who are charged with these 
investigations, or the Secretary of War, or the 
President, if they have had anything to do with 


| the manner in which these commissions have been 


form against them and they cannot grant a court | 


of inquiry. Thus general officers of the highest 
standing have their characters assailed for impur- 
ity, fraud, or crime, without being able to meet 
those charges by a manly, open trial, That was 
precisely the case with General Curtis, who suf- 


fered for a long time in the public opinion, with- | 


out any fault. Iam very glad to see that notonly 
in the opinion of the President, butin the opinion 
of the whole country, General Curtis has been re- 
lieved from this opprobrium,; and these papers if 
ealled for from the President will, | have nodoubt, 
relieve him from all blame. 

Mr. POWELL. 
very much pleased to hear the statement made by 
tne Senator from Ohio. IL had the impression 


from current rumors that General Curtis was re- | 


lieved from his command in consequence of these 
speculations to which L have alluded, but 1 have 
no doubt the Senator from Ohio is correct. It is 
not my purpose to debate this question, I hope 
that the resolution may pass, and that these papers 
may be laid before the Senate, and thatthey may 
acquit allthe officers of the Government. If, how- 
ever, they do not, the country ought to know it. 

‘The Senator from Kansas has told the Senate 
that if he were President or Secretary of War, in 
the faithful discharge of his duties, he would want 
no higher eulogy than my censure. Sir, if | 
thought the President and the Secretary of War 
were in the faithful discharge of their duties, they 
never would have received any censure from me. 
Let me say to the Senator from Kansas, however, 
that my censures or denunciations, as he calls 
them, may or may notdamage those high officials; 
but there is one thing of which | am very certain: 
that the praises of the Senator will be very dam- 
aging to their reputations, 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I made the remark 
that | uttered respecting the Senator from Ken- 
tucky for the reason that I have been for three 
years a member of this body with him, and dur- 
ing that entire period I have never heard one word 
of condemnation from his lips against those who 
are engaged in this rebellion, while day after day 
and hour by hour we have heard denunciations 
from him against our own faithfulofficers. What 
iniluence either my denunciation or my praise 
may have L submit to the country; I am quite 
willing that they shall be compared with those of 
the Senator from Kentucky, among the loyal peo- 
ple of this country at least. 

Mr. JOHNSON. | hopethe honorable member 
from Massachusetts will withdraw his objection 
to the application for these proceedings. The 
public have been advised through a variety of 
channels that some of the best men in the service 
ave impeached by the evidence, or what purports 
to be the evidence, taken before this commission. 
General Curtis is not the only person who has 
suffered in public estimation, It gives me pleas- 
ure to state, if anything was necessary to be added 
to what fell from the Senator from Ohio, from a 
personal acquaintance with General Curtus—not, 
to be sure, as intimate as that which it has been 
his good fortune to enjoy—that I am satisfied a 
mere correctand honorable man is not to be found 
in the country. He was a member of the peace 
couference of which I was a member, and my 
relations with him throughout the whole of the 
deliberations of that body were close and inti- 
mate—I think sufficiently so to give me an oppor- 
tunity to decide upon his character, morally and 
intellectually—and the estimate that | put upon 
beth was very high. As far as lam concerned, 
these ramors which have been spread upon the 
euthority of this commission have not had the 
slightest efiect upon my mind; but a great many 
people have thought, and sull think, whatever 
may be the opinion of the President, that General 
Curtis has been guilty of some error at least, 
whether designed or not is immaterial, with a view 
to personal profit. 1 am satisfied that there is not 
the slightest ground for the suspicion in point of 
fact, 

But | have another reason for wishing the pro- 
ceedings of this commission to be sent tous. | 


Mr. President, I have been | 


| tions is not only not praiseworthy, but exceed- | 


justice. 
| the other tenth is altogether irrelevant. B 
withstanding that, the effect upon the public mind | 


executed, should be told by the Senate—that may | 


possibly have an effect upon them in the future— 
that the mode in which evidence has been taken 


upon these occasions is exceedingly objectiona- 


ble, and is calculated to do great injustice to in- 
dividual citizens. Nine tenths of the evidence 
that they take would not be received in a court of 
Nine tenths of itis at least hearsay, and 
But not- 


is very often to blast the character of very hon- 


orable men, and, to the extentin which individual | 
character when blasted can affect the general rep- 


utation of the country, to that extent the general 
reputation of the country is affected. 

I think, therefore, if we had the proceedings of 
this commission before us, if the evidence has 
been taken in that way, that these officers who 
are sent on this particular duty would find, from 


the expression of opinion on the part of the Sen- | 


ate, that that mode of conducting these investiga- 


ingly reprehensible. 

Mr. WILSON. After the amendment that has 
been moved by the Senator from Iowa, I shail 
not resist the passage of this resolution. 
however, as a general rule, that we ought not to 


| call for these reports of commissions that are sent 


| out to examine into alleged abuses. 


In a court- 
martial the accused is heard, but in these investi- 
gations a man’s name may be blasted, and the 


Senate may send it over the country, when in | 


fact the man is innocent, but has ha 
tunity to be heard. 
certain officers. We have in the service about 


no oppor- 


thirty thousand officers. Representations are often | 


| made at the War Department of bad conduct on 


| the partof officers. 
that I do not receive letters in regard to the con- | 
duct of certain officers or other persons employed | 


‘There is hardly a day passes 


by the Government, I always send them to the 
War Department, and they take such action as 
they see fit. 

It is well known that a great many investiga- 
tions have been made and are being made, and 
sometimes upon these representations officers are 


arrested and brought before courts-martial, where | 
| all the facts are disclosed. 


There is no reason 
why those facts shall not go tothe country. But 
these preliminary examinations, that are in the 


| very nature of the case ex parte, ought not, with 


| sometimes there must be great injustice done if 


the authority of the Senate, be spread over the 


country, perhaps to the injury of the persons | 


against whom complaints have been made, and 


those examinations are printed and sent over the 
country. Asa general rule, then, | am opposed 


| to calling for and sending over the country such 





statements, because they must do great injustice to 
men. In this case itis said that General Curtis has 
presented the facts in his case. Whether other 
persons against whom some evidence was taken 
before this commission have done likewise, 1 do 
not know; but with this amendment I shall not 


| oppose the adoption of the resolution. 


Mr. HARLAN. Me. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 
having expired, it becomes the duty of the Chair 
to call up the special order. 

Mr. POWELL. I hope the special order may 
be passed over informally. [1 think we can dis- 
pose of this resolution in a minute. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be passed 
over informally, if there be no objection. 

Mr. BROWN. If this cebate is going to con- 
tinue any length of time, 1 shall object. 
Mr. WILSON and Mr. GRIMES. 

over until to-morrow morning, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Being objected to, 
it passes over until to-morrow, and the special 
order is now béfore the Sentate, which is the un- 
fimshed business of yesterday. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘There was a special order for 
to-day, on which, as | understood, the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Brown} bad the floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatis so, but that 





Let it go 


| has been superseded by the unfinished business 


i 
i} 
iT} 


of yesterday, which takes preecdence of the spe- 
cial order. 


Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate post- 


{ think, | 


Abuses are charged upon | 
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pone all prior orders, and proceed to the congia. 
eration of the special order, on which the Senator 
| from Missouri is entitled to the floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the questioy 
is on poseponing Senate bill No. 145, to equalize 
the pay of soldiers in the United States Army 
which is the business now before the Senate, yp. 
til to-morrow. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope that bill will nor), 
postponed until to-morrow. It can be passed Over 
informally, and let the Senate take up the other 
special order. I should like to have that bill acteg 
on to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The course gyp. 
gested by the Senator from Massachusetts w,) 
be pursued, if there be no objection. The unfip. 
ished business of yesterday will be passed oyor 
informally, and the Senate will proceed to the cop. 
sideration of Senate bill No. 41. 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole 
resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No, 4}) 
to promote enlistments in the Army of the United 
|| States, and for other purposes, the pending ques- 
tion being on the amendment offered by Mr, 
Brown to strike out the third section of the }j)) 
in the following words: ; 


Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That when any person 
of African descent whose service or labor is claimed in any 
| State under the laws thereof shall be mustered into the 
military or naval service of the United States, be, his 
motber,and his wife and children, shall forever thereafter 
be free, any law, usage, or custom, whatsoever to the cop- 
trary notwithstanding; and all laws and parts of laws jp- 
consistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the proclamation 
of the President of January 1, 1863, declaring all persons 
held as slaves within certain designated States and parts 
of States then in rebellion against the Government of the 
United States to be thereafter free, be, and the same is jyere- 
by, confirmed and made of full effeet as [aw ; and all courts 
of justice are required to recognize the same, and all per 
| sous declared to be tree by the said preclamation, or by this 
| act or any subsequent act of Congress, shall be eutitied to 
sue and be sued and give evidence in all courts of justice 
as other citizens. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act there shall be neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude in any of the States or Territories 
of the United States otherwise than in punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
any law, usage, custom, or claim to the contrary notwith- 
standing; but all persons shall be held to be born free. 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, that slavery yet 
liveth the discussion which hag attended every 
measure introduced here trenching upon it suff- 
ciently attests. Neither dead nor willing to die, 
but struggling for being by joint and ligature and 
tissue and nerve, that some center of future growth 
may lurk under proviso or exception, its vitality 
is upheld in this hour by appeal to the same con- 
| stitutionalisms and local countenance that will be 
swift to maintain it hereafter if this epoch shall 
) pass without its utter extinction. 

Under such conviction, and resolute to permit 
no fit occasion for terminating its existence to go 
unimproved, the sections just read have been of 
fered—sections assuring freedom not only, as set 
forth in the original bill, to the mother or wife or 
| child of those colored soldiers who may venture 
life in defense of your homes, foras yet they have 
no homes; freedom not only to all those claimed 
as slaves and heretofore resident in the districts 
declared to be in rebellion and embraced in the 
proclamation of January 1, 1863; but freedom to 
| all those now held in bondage, without distinction 
| of State or ‘Territory, throughout the whole land, 
| and as supreme law of this nation, enacted by 
virtue of that power whicli resides in the Congress 
of the United States to maintain the Government 
and preserve the liberties of the people. 

The question of authority in Congress to legis 
| late on this subject carries with it the minor ones 
of extent, expediency, and necessity; for its dis- 
/ creuon is absolute, and not subject to revision. 
Those who recognize the right, therefore, to ¢& 
clare the absolute freedom of such us are claimed 
for service by disloyal persons, or the freedom 
| those taking up arms for the Government of ‘ 

United States, or the freedom of those escay"'s 

within the lines of the Army, mast concede the 
| fall power to pass an act of abolition as a wer 
measure, or as a measure essential to the future 
security of the country against war. ror !' will 
', not be found possible to establish any ‘ae of 
|| markation, sustained by right, that shall apply 'o# 
i] partand not to the whole, that shall regard them! 


| 
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1 fo One person as “ captives of war.”’ and 
hem in relation to another as “ chattels;’’ 


all 


trea , . 

‘hat shall justify manumission where our armies 
are not, and forbid it where they are or have been. 
All these human beings, confirmed thus in their 
ae . Z 


inalienable rights of treedom, are not property 
which the Government is taking for its own use, 
and to which it thereby acquires a title of owner- 
ship, but it is institutions and customs and claims 
and ancient wrongs grown intolerable, that we 
blot out as not compatible with the ** general wel- 


faré 


of this nation, never consistent with justice, | 


Sintes.2  * * 5 * & When the southern States 
the battle-field between slavery and emancipation, 
Congress may sustain the institution by war, or pertraps 
abolish it by treaties of peace; but they will not onty 
possess the constitutional power so to interfere, but they 
will be bound in duty to do it by the express provisions of 
the Constitution itself. From the instant the slavehold- 


are 


| ing States become the theater of war, civil, servile, or for 


and notnow possible with any assurance of life | 


seit 

—~ the Constitution of the United States in- 
yests the Congress and the Executive with all 
powers necessary to maintain that Government, 
provide for the common defense, and guaranty 
republican forms, has been too often asserted, 
acted upon, and concurred in by this Senate to 
make it now liable to question, and that the ex- 
istence of such plenary power, even to the extir- 
pation of slavery, if adjudged necessary for the 
safety of the State, was recognized by some of the 
ablest of contemporary expositors of that Consti- 
tution, is well attested in our history. Especially 
was this the case in the debates of the Virginia 
convention of delegates, where perhaps that in- 
strument passed its severest scrutiny. Patrick 
Henry, in enumerating his objections to its ratifi- 
cation, speaks thus: 


« With respect to that part of the proposal which says 
that every power not granted remains with the people, 
it must be previous to adoption, or it will involve tris 
country in inevitable destruction. ‘To talk of it as a thing 
subsequent, notas one of your unalienable rights, is leaving 
it to the casual Opinion of the Congress who shall take up 
the consideration of the matter. They will not reason 
with you about the effect of this Constitution. They will 
not take the opinion of this committee concerning its oper- 
ation. ‘They will construe it as they please. If you place 
it subsequently, let me ask the consequences. Among ten 
thousand implied powers which they may assume, they may, 
if we be engaged in war, liberate every one of yourslaves if 
they please. And this must and will be done by men a 
majority of whom have not a common interest with you. 
They will therefore have no feeling of your interests. 
has been repeatedly said here that the great object of a 
national Government was national defense. That power 
which is said to be intended for security and safety may be 
rendered detestable and oppressive. If they give power to 
the General Government to provide forthe general defense, 
the means must be commensurate to the end. All the 
means in the possession of the people must be given to the 
Government which is intrested 


blacks, and there are many.in several other States. But 
tlere are few or none in the northern States; and yet if 
the northern States shall be of opinion that vur slaves are 
numberless, they may call forth every national resource. 
May Congress not say that every black man must fight ? Did 
we not see a lite of this last war?) We were notso hard 
pushed as 10 make emancipation general; but acts of As- 
sembly passed that every slave who would go to the Army 
should be free. Another thing will contribute to bring this 
eventabout. Slaveryis detested. We feel its fatal effects ; 
we deplore it with all the pity of humanity. Letall these 
considerations at some future period press with full force 
on the minds of Congress. 


fense—lct all these things operate on their minds, they will 


Searcli that paper and see if they have power of manumis- | 


sion. And have they not, sir? Have they not power to 
provide for the general defense and welfare? May they 
not think that these eall for the abolition of slavery? May 
they not pronounce all slaves free, and will they not be 
Warraiited by that power? This is no ambiguous impli- 
cation ordeduction. The paper speaks to the point: they 
have the power jn clear, unequivocal terms, and will clearly 
and certainly exercise it. As much as I deplore slavery, I 
See that prudence forbids ‘ts abolition. 1 deny that the 
General Gove 
cided majority of the States have not the ties of sympathy 
and lellow-feeling for those whose interests would be af- 
‘ected by their emancipation. The majority of Congress 
Dehep slaves are to the South.’’—Etiot’s 
chates, pages O89, 590, 
N 


alnounce the 


tat i : : 
won. John Quiney Adams, in the discussions 


of the House of Representatives, made use of such 
tciarations as these: 


“Sir, in the 


author i ’ x : 
tution Of the 17 ity given to Congress by the Consti 


tocidents pars ce : 

oman to war are by necessary implication couferred 
mate Government of tbe United States.” * * * 

Z There are 


two classes of powers vested by the Con- 
nited States in their Congress and Execu 
: the powers to be executed in time of 


Peace and the powers incident to war. 


peace are lit 
Flitution itself. 
peudetnn el; but that the powers of war are limited and 
eubject uly by the laws and usages of nations, and are 

J°CLIO ho other limitation.2? * » * * “] 


Onot admit the ae 
wuprery t that there is eren among the peace powers of 


ways by ean an authority ; butin war there are many 
are bow Heh Congress not urily have tlic authority, but 


Od to interte e 


It | 


; Let that urbanity which [trust || 
Wil distiuguish America, and the necessity of national de- | 


rnment ougtn to set them free, because a de- | 


with the public defense. || 
In this State there are two hundred and thirty-six thousand | 








ited States to declare war, all the powers | 


id That the powers of » 
nited by provisions within the body of the Con- | 


eign, from that instant the war powers ot Congress extend 
to interference with the institution of slavery in every way 
by which it can be interfered with.”’ ° . . 7 
‘With a call to keep down slaves in an insurrection and 
a civil war comes full and plenary power to this House 
and to the Senate over the whole subject. [tis a war power. 
Whether it be a war of invasion or a war of insurrection, 


| Congress has power to carry on the war, and must carry it 


on according tothe laws of war; and by the laws of war 


| an invaded country has all its laws and municipal institu- 


| of them. 


tions swept by the board, and martial law takes the place 
This power in Congress has, perhaps, never been 
called into exercise under the present Constitution of the 


| United States.””—Speeches of J. Q@ Adams, 1836-1842, 
It will thus appear that both the elder and later 








interpretations of the Constitution unite in recog- 
nizing this war power as existing in Congress and 
the Executive, and it only remains to set forth that 
under such exercise aoa 


claimed for its action is fully embraced therein. 
Many references to received authorities might be 
made on this point, for it is one very well attested; 
but a single quotation will suffice to exemplify the 
spirit of them all. Thus Vattel, in his Law of 
Nations, says: 

“Tt has been observed (§ 196) that we may be obliged, if 
not externally, yet | conscience and by the laws of equity, 
to restore to a thir@party the booty we have recovered out 
of the lands of an enemy who had taken it from him in an 
unjust war. The obligation is more certain and more ex- 


| tensive with regard to a people whom our enemy had un- 


justly oppressed. For people thus spoiled of their liberty 
never renounce the hope of recovering it. 
voluntarily incorporated themselves with the State by which 
they have been subdued, if they have not freely aided her 
in the war against us, we certainly ought so to use our vic- 
tory as not merely to give them a new master, but to break 
their chains. To deliver an oppressed people is a noble 
fruit of victory; itis a valuable advantage gained thus to 
acquire a faithful friend. ‘he canton of Schweitz, having 
wrested the country of Glaris from the house.of Austria, re- 
stored the Inhabitants to their former liberties ; and Glaris, 
admitted to the Helvetic confederacy, formed the sixth can- 


| ton.”—VFattel’s Law of Nations, book page 391, side page 


392. 

Again, it will be observed thatintrinsically the 
proposition to abolish slavery by constitutional 
amendment, and this to abolish it by act of Con- 
gress, do not differ as to the effect upon alleged 
right of property in slaves. No one proposes to 
make compensation in connection with constitu- 


tional amendment, so that the deprivation is the || 
| same in the one case as the other. 
| question, then, which may be stated thus: can 


It is only a 


we get at the deprivation both ways? Assuredly 
we can, because the power todeal with the ques- 
tion both ways resides in us—to deal summarily 
under the war powers so called, or by constitu- 


| tonal amendment. 


As an original question, the right of property 
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by virtue of the received | 
law which controls it, the subject-matter here | 


It they have not | 


in man cannot be successfully maintained, and | 


they who contend for it here now in deference to 
alleged constitutional obligations, will find them- 
selves constantly embarrassed and involved in 
contradictions of thouglitand reasoning until they 
shall utterly discard 1. Rights of property do 
not originate in constitutions; they are anterior to 
them. Right of property is but another name 
for the natural right of each one to enjoy the fruit 
of his own labor, and in its very inception repels 
and precludes'the idea of slavery. It is simply 
idle, then, to claim such property in human be- 
ings and quote the Constitution as conferring the 
title, or torely upon its guarantees, if any such 


: | could be truly inferred from its clauses, as an in- 
or have statesmen in late years hesitated to | 
same broad and emphatic interpre- | 


violable protection for such claim, when it so 
clearly confers the power to dispense with even 
still higher guarantees of personal liberty in main- 
taining the Government. 

The rigid argument in behalf of this power best 
states itself in the imperiled condition of the coun- 
try. Every battle-field is an annotation full of 
meaning, every soldier’s gravea link in the chain 
of evidence. Slavery, containing in itself that 
antagonism to free institutions which predeterm- 
ined its appeal to arms in hostility to the national 
thought and the national being, must perish to 
make assured any ending both of preset conflict 
and future convulsion; and slavery in #State semi- 


| loyal or neutral, under this constderation, ts just 


as fatal to our national existence as ina State in 


|| open rebellion. The exceptional condition of pro- , 
with the institution of stavery in the || fessedly loyal claimants bere and there cannot, rm 


Y85 
ne 
this grave conjunction of affairs, be permitted to 
control our decision and operate to extend the ten- 
ure of slaveholding; for it is from the inherent im- 
possibility of assimilating that system with our 
free Republic in any State, owing to its violation 
of human rights, that the supreme reason for di- 
rect abolition originates. The outcome of a moral 
wrong, fostered and encouraged in the social state, 
is seen in the calamities of to-day. That such 
calamities may not attach to any other day; that 
_ the Republic may be rid of a disease which has 
brought it nigh to death; that the struggle may 
be forever ended with those who have taken up 
arms to make permanent the institution of slavery ; 
and that the Laon people may repose in un- 
disturbed security, free, prosperous, and cohesive, 
are the cumulative necessities that impel us now 
to pass a direct act of universal freedom. 
| But why should we hesitate? Itis an advance, 
nota reaction. Itis the first step toward those 
great destinies which await us, if only we be true. 
Do we prefer to go back into the past with its dis- 
mays and corruptions and terrible retribations, 
| or forth into the future of hope and faith and 
achievement? Let us rather contemplate the full 
measure of that vast change of which this is but 
a beginning, and realizing somewhat the spirit of 
the age upon which we are entering, look therein 
for other and convincing reasons to assure us that 
the demand for this action is not premature, but 
a well-considered wisdom; that it is not isolated 
and optional, but connects with still largerand im- 
pending issues. 

To do so, however, to note the march of these 
times, it will require that we disabuse our speech 
of much of the phraseology that gives false seem- 
ing to events around us. Thus the terms rebel- 
lion, used to designate this conflict, unionism, in 
| varied inflections, chosen to generalize our fu- 
ture, and reconstruction, largely adopted to signify 
projected modes of arrangement, are all half 
| phrases, taking their meaning from obsolete rather 

than existing attitudes, and afford no correct idea 
| of this era or its outcome. Rebellion may be well 
applied to denote mere resistance forcibly of a 
part of our people to the national thought; bat 
when employed to convey a comprehension of 
and give a name for this great progression and 
conflict, that reaches for its origin far back into 
anti-slavery agitation, and looks forth for its con- 
summation far forward to the new time, it be- 
comes totally devoid of aptness or significance. 
The rebellion is but an incident in the protracted 
struggle, covers only the idea of appeal to force, 
| and measures not that moral flood-tide that surges 
on this great movement. As well characterize 
the events of France of ’89 by the resistance of 
La Vendée, or the birth and growth of the Lng- 
lish Commonwealth by the reduction of oat, 
as gauge the meaning of this conflict by such a 
formula of language. And so of unionisms; those 
pliant, fearful, mock-modest attempts to cover up 
these giant, gaunt, naked facts, that are stalk- 
ing about im the daylight, with the gum-elastic 
garments of old-time politicaldrapery. The sim- 
ple unities of the former state unrelated to rights 
or wrongs, what do they signify now? They are 
as passioniess as algebraic equations, as vain as 
mythologies. Who cares for the Union of the 
past—a Union fraught with seeds of destruc- 
tion—bitter with humiliations and disappoint- 
ments? Who believes in the grief of these hired 
mourners, so lachrymose before the world? The 
are noteven self-deceived. It 1s likewise with 
reconstructions—a free masonry that imagines it 
has only blocks and stones to deal with, or a 
ehild’s play, that would butld up as they have 
tumbled down its card-eastles, putting affably the 
court cards on top again. Foolish craftsmen, see- 
ing not that it ts the hfe arteries and the thews and 
the sinews of a nation’s being thatare dealt with, 
and that it must be regeneration or death. 

The supremest truth of our time is this: that 
itis a revolution in whose whirls we are eddy- 
ing and with whose currents we have to contend; 
a revolution the grandest ever yet essayed by 
man, and destined to give its watchword to other 
lands and peoples; a revolution in all its great 
outlines of enkindled faith, of continued develop- 
ment, of overturned thralldoms, of liberated hope. 
The strata of this nation’s sediment and coldness 
and oppression has been broken through. lElu- 
man nature once more, by the grace of God, has 

| become volcanic and eruptive, and the precious 
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truths of freedom and fraternity are welling up 
from their deep foundations away below the de- 
facements of men. Itisarevolution full of prom- 
ise, What if its inceptions were of the feeblest? 
What if the small threads of its gathering can 
only be traced or identified by that most micro- 
scopic of all glasses, personal vanity? The ori- 
gin was. The movement came from us and of 
us, asserting itself in divers ways, but chief of all 
in the overthrow of slavery ethics, increasing in 
volume as people became aroused to the peril of 
national courses, possessing itself first of prisons 
and then of pulpits and then of platforms, becom- 
ing at length the embodied national will—an as- 
sured revoluiion. And in the great transition 
from the old to the new, let all friends of freedom 
realize the entire truth and accepta full respons- 
ibility by acknowledging now, as we shall be 
proud to acknowledge hereafter, that in this flow- 
ing on we are the movement, in this going for- 
ward we are the progression, in all this change 
and alteration and accomplishment we are the 
revolution. 

The receiving such a comprehension of our 
present convulsions is important far beyond the 
niceties of language, going as it does straightway 


to consult the elements thatare at work, and pre- | 


paring us in advance for a celerity of events and 
alarger scope of transition not possible under 
other social condition. And whither does it all 
tend, this rush of action, this displacement of 
ideas, these swift affiliations? It would be only 


the partof presumption—a foolish presumption | 


in the highest wisdom—to claim a foreknowledge 


of such tn its entirety and orbed completion; but 


yet the humblest of those who with earnest en- 


deavor shall seek to know what manifestations | 


there are of things to come will not labor alto- 
gether in vain. ‘There are striking indications 


that point out, ifthey do not determine, the ending. | 


There are vaguely outlined groupings that shape 
themselves into more definite forms as they are 
scrutinized. Especially are there three great cen- 
tral ideas, raying forth into the darkness of the 
future their broad beams of tight, and illuminat- 
ing the paths that are to be trodden by this people 


in their ** marching on’’—three impending neces- | 


sities as it were, distinct yet related, which may 


be set forth as, first, a realization and establish- 


ment in truth and not merely in name of absolute 
freedom policies throughout the whole land; sec- 
ond, the building up from its sure foundations of 
a nationality that shall represent the aspirations 
of the whole people for a democratic unity; and, 
third, the conforming of our Government, in its 
administration as in its recognitions, to those 
divine truths that go to constitute and inspire a 
devout Christian State holding itself ‘*as ever in 
the great Taskmaster’s eye.’’ 

1. Let us consider the first of these necessities. 
What are the requirements at our hands that we 
may be true to that behest? If the end in view be 
conceded, is there any latitude of choice as to the 
means, any room for experiments touching lib- 
erties? 

Without doubt the abolition of slavery through- 
out all the States of this Union by general statute 
such as now proposed must be the initial measure 
to any freedom policies reposing on national au- 
thority as their guarantee; for until the slave code 
shall be thus canceled in fact no constitutional 


amendment covering that ground will ever be had. | 
It must be confessed, moreover, that even such en- | 
actment will notcomplete the establishmentof pop- | 


ular liberties over all the territory where it is re- 
eceivedaslaw. It will end and determine the form 
—the name, and pledge the national power to main- 
tain the act, but somewhat more, and after that 
becomes imperative to do away with the sub- 
stanee. Has it not been a favorite taunt of the 
oligarchs that there was white slavery as well as 
black slavery? And therewas trath tn the asser- 
tion. Shdeod, 

to convert the fact into-an argument, and defend 
the enslavement of the African by direct force be- 


cause of thealleged enslavementthrough social dis- | 


tortions of the Scandinavian or the Celt. While 
such reasoning is false and sinister, yet it will not 
be controverted that many of the worst features 
of slavery may exist where the badge itself does 
not obtain. Will any one affirm that Connecti- 
eut, which exhibits such mtolerance of the for- 
eign born, or that Illinois, which is disgraced with 
a black code revolting to all sense of justice, can 











, acute minds have not been wanting | 


claim to be regarded free States? With equal trath | things done, of codes that embody comple: 
of constitutions reconstituted, must be built py, 
around an immured judiciary. !nany re entry on 
political life it mast be paramount and primary 
| that such orgamie recognition of freedom as the 
that render them intrinsically enslaved, while, to || highest law shall precede all other exercige of 
_civil functions, must precede it as the only suf. 
opulation of the largely slave-breeding and slave- || cient assurance that the law of the locality 
f ‘| in accord with the law of the nation. 
the duty imposed here and now, both to declare 
| such as the universal public law of this land ang 
| to require that it be declared likewise in advanes 


may it be said also that much of the white popu- 


| lation of Europe in densely crowded districts, 


where av inexorable ledger, with its profit and loss 
account, rules the hour, come under conditions 


a still greater extent, the nominally free white 


olding sections of our own country have all along 
been reduced to a dependence for which even the 
name of liberty could not atone. An enlarged 
policy of freedom, such as that now asserting itself 


throughout this land, will not fail to take note of || 


such phantasms, such simulations, such diseased 


| condition, and while striking at slavery in name 


and estate, will see to it that it will be the reality 


| and not the image that goes down. Especially, 


therefore, does it dévolve on those who control 


| to take heed, having proclaimed a free society as 


the type of the future, so to order regeneration, 
and so to foster new growths, and so to adjust the 
relations of conquered States, internal as well as 
external, that slavery shall nolonger beasynonym 


of labor, and labor no longer the equivalent of sla- | 


very. It would be folly, abjectest recreancy, an 
utter perversion of the holy uses of the blood and 
treasure of the nation so lavishly poured out, to 
act otherwise, to do aught less than this. 

And here let it be reflected that they who are 
so swift to put back the old forms in the old places 
simply to bring about the old relations to the na- 
tional Government, either have no conception of 
the conditions and environment with which sla- 
very maintains itself, or else they are false to the 
orinciple and the faith to compass selfish ends. 
oleae this freedom work be well done it will not 
be done at all, for slavery will return to power 


| along with the masters. It will have no difficult 


to find names under which to mask itself, or poli- 
ticians to pay court to it, or money-lenders to buy 
itan amnesty. Take the illustration afforded of 
this fact in Missouri, and see how tragic has been 
the anti-slavery struggle there, even with a large 
majority of the people pledged to freedom. The 
State stands to-day resold into slavery for another 
year to accomplish a political negotiation. The 
misrule of the past, the sway of unsympathizing 
generals, the upholding of a pro-slavery State or- 
ganization, the persecution of the loyal element, 


| and the arming of the disloyal element, find a nat- 
ural outgrowth in a miserable bargain to postpone | 


a constitutional convention, concoct an alliance 
between official power and reactionary sentiment, 


_ and enunciate a bogus presidential preference. 


What, then, is the problem with which dealing 
must be had in this essential work of making solid 
the national policies in the sections occupied, and 


| to be oceupied, by our arms? The organisms of 
| peace must flow out of the rights of war, and in 


so far forth the national authority is disembar- 
rassed in its operations by restraints that might 
intervene in ordinary times. 

Four million whites and three million blacks 


will represent with sufficient accuracy the entire 


population, a population intermixed and dwelling 
together heretofore under laws declaring the blacks 
a servile laboring class, and conditions that ren- 
der two thirds of the whites a dependent, helpless 
class, the land all held by a few thousand owners, 


who claimed to be a ruling class socially, morally, | 


and politically. War, as has been said, has loos- 


ened all the joints of that structure. Rights of || 
property forfeited, estates abandoned by rebel 


whites and held by loyal blacks, distinction of 
classes broken down in the destruction of all so- 
ciety, laws of vassalage suspended by the proc- 
lumations of freedom and the conscription of ar- 


| mies, it remains only to impose, under protection 
of a military arm, a new civilization that shall || 


accord with the life of our Republic, and thatshall 


carry along with it guarantees against any revival | 


of the old state whose outcome was so much of dis- 


aster. Codes to secure the liberties of al] under | 


the law are therefore antecedent necessities, codes 
that must be ratified and come up from below as 
well as codes that must be enacted and come down 
from above—the double affirmance of the new at- 


titude of freedom by local and Federal authority, | 
a joint initiative of support and protection. It | 


has been the boast of some that the courts can make 
laws by interpretation. Hence, nothing that can 
contribute to foreclose any latitude of construc- 


| tion in this behalf should be omitted. A triple 
| wall of accomplished facts, of statutes that reflect 


| 
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as the constitutional basis of any of those » 
ties heretofore or now in revolt. 
| an asylum for questioned liberty opened in every 
| tribunal and under ever 
Federal or State, that shall sit in judgment o; 
wield power. 

The preliminary step, moreover, inany politica! 
reassertion of the State, and any reorganization 
of its social forms, must be in the nature of , 
primary convention; otherwise the hope or fear 
| of reaction always intervenes to demoralize pro. 
visional government. The question of freedom 
| is in reality, however denied tn proclamation, re. 
mitted from its attitude of being an achieved mij. 
itary result, to become the sport of parties and 
factions and intrigues—worn as a cloak by the 
side most ambitious of office while leaning to sla. 
very, openly and earnestly demanded by unself. 
ish advocates, who care not for the spoils of the 
In this unequal strife freedom suffers, 
and the mockery of freedom too often triumphs, 
The lukewarm, the insincere, the hostile become 
the guardians of the incipient regeneration, and 
if they do not blast all its hope, it will only be 
| because, born of timidity, they prefer to compro. 
mise with inaction rather than risk a conflict, 
Any policy of administration, therefore, which 
shall conduce to this latter result will be in sub. 





There must be 


commission, whether 





| 











stance a reaction, and hostile to the maintenance 
of freedom policies in the slave States. It matters 
not under what title or what auspices it may be 
inaugurated, its results will be speedily seen in 
official and political manipulation, in an enginery 
set at work to accomplish selfish ends rather than 
the true work of emancipation from the usages 
| as well as laws of slavery. Take, however; the 
initiative of freedom as a result predetermined, 
organize a constitutional convention to conform 
organic law to that attitude, exclude parties from 
constructing themselves on any doubts of that 
| consummation, and there will be little inducement 
| subsequently to its questioning if upheld by wise 
national dealings in its furtherance and support. 
Thus, of all this inorganic mass of population 
to be reorganized, nearly half will stand pledged 
to loyalty by virtue of emancipation. 
residue, those loyal at the outset, and others grat- 
ually lapsing into loyalty as they recognize the 
| interests of labor to be coincident with the estab- 
| lishment of freedom, multitudes of the former 
| non-slaveholding people will become reliable ele- 
| ments of a new growth and a new socialism wider 
such political readjustmentas has just been recited. 
In this adaptation, however, four million labor- 
ers must be guarantied not merely the abstract 
title and name of freedmen, but its substance I 
the shape of military organization and the right 
of homesteads upon abandoned estates. Contis- 
cation must do its work toward reorganization. 
The land all held in mortmain, as it were, entailed 
upon slavery, what but slavery can ensue? The 
conditions of such ownership foreordain such se 
vitudes as is evidenced by the peonage of Me 
or the vassalage just abolished in Russia. De 
prived of homes, yet granted liberties, what ca" 
you hope but that three million freedmen ¥!! 
fall under disorderly conditions if you ope! "° 
|| avenue to permanent and prosperous settlement!’ 
The policy of small freeholds must be initiatt 
to enable freedom to maintain itself. 
in its artificial development at the South me 
nopolized the land, and thus left no stand-poit! 
from which to challenge its existence, 
undo its work. This is necessary, because 
upon the subdivision of lands, the small free! 
the multiplied homesteads, that the st 
ligion and education, the church anc 
house, must hereafter rest. 
criminal to halt in taking this step under the 
that itmay work destitution to the few. 
already millions of the destitute to pr 
and this is your only present resource. 
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aded property of the rebels already confiscate 
etait pay any tax to the support of this 


by refusal to 


‘ar? Shall the plantations of the slave masters 
i oh have immunity and exemption when the 
. ate ¢ every loyal workman is laid under contri- 
on? Destitution isa hard word, but when sla- 
oat we nt to war it put Its estates att the venture; 
s { the abolition of slavery carries with it the 
eethrow of that monopoly on which it reposed 


and grew strong. How long would it take the 
alave power to resume its Sway In Louisiana if to- 
jay reinstated in the control of abandoned meee 
sions where the freedmen are yet held in bond- 
woo under a military provést marshal system; 
where they are penned up and excluded from the 
ieht of knowledge, or association, or converse; 
where it is difficult to detect any change of con- 
dition, only a change of owners? Does the mas- 
or’s dole, in the shape of wages, with none of the 

isites of free action or free migration, con- 
stitute a policy on which you dare to repose the 
future of freedom at the South? All this is but 
a counterfeit freedom, reaction in disguise, in that 
worst of all disguises, a military disguise. Itis 
reaction so organized as to require but amnesty to 
make it slavery. 

Codes and confiseations and commerce all are 
marching in the rear of our armies demanding to 
be set up in authority to restore what has been de- 
stroyed,and make new bases for other advances. 
The eagerness with which trade rushes forward 
to supply wants, renew distributions, gather in 
agencies, and make sale of estates, eae luxu- 
ries, titles, franchises, claims, goes to show how 
much it isneeded as precursor, notas afterthought 
of reorganization. Trade, the great leveler and 
builder, the colonizer ofempires and the pioneer of 


ne rqu 


civilization, needs encouragements there, and not 


restrictions. The cordon of non-intercourse should 
be along your military front. Behind your Army 


lines it should be free as the winds, to carry for- | 


ward rapidly the elements of new population or 
enterprise and to knit together by other interests 
and ties the torn relations of labor to capital. The 


blockades of the ocean have no place on the land, | 


for the sea has no tenements, but conquered ter- 
Is it not true 
that in Tennessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas the 
only points that give sign of a saving vitality are 


» those where, in defiance of paper edicts, commerce 


has forced an establishment? What, then, may 


| not be hoped from entire abrogation of all sach 
_ embargo? To-day the free men who have sought 


os 


your permits would have repeopled up to the lines 


of occupation if invited and protected and fos- | 


| tered and armed and domiciled. ‘Traffic would 


| have given hand to production; redistribution | 


_ would haveconfirmed industry; labor would have 


prevented scarcity; the needs of self-defense would 


have supplied military organization; and thus in- | 
cipient communities sprung out of freedom and | 


loyalty would have been preparing to renew the 


} State. The policy of setting up a Chinese wall of 


oy 


light of its failure you read the 
© regeneration of the slaveholding sections 


exclusion under the name of regulation, that shall 
parcel out to speculation the dealings and growths 
and regenerations of recovered territory, is one cal- 


culated to postpone rather than hasten the end, to | 
_ reserve the lands for the reoccupation of the men | 


of the rebellion, and the avocations and employ- 


ments of interchange for the control of a revived | 


hostile sentiment. Such precarious chances make 
tie most desperate and avaricious the forerun- 
hers of your social adjustment, rather than those 
moved by legitimate and patriotic impulses. This 
San unwise and fatalsystem. In fact, in the very 
way to success. 


demanded by this revolution, which bears onward 


sme a toa free future, as has been remarked, 
ust be 


shift, 


= acheatery, ora sham. Nothing other or 


Swill answer the demand. Rebuil ing of the 
political structure 


Fuardianship of 
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ode of the slave masters to their old estate in the 

f Yy-polit 

Pree decisions of a Supreme Court, is to give 
Present control‘of whatsoever loyal popu- 


ation may ha : A : 
ave shown itself. o 
of an oath th , Upon contingencies 


ore, 
























thorough and substantial, not a make-_ 


» too, must proceed under the | 
congenial national authority | 
law and its safeguards, and not | 
e auspices of amnesty procla- | 


lc if they will only swear fealty to the | 


ey have been swift to violate hereto- | : 
estored to favor they will next ask to be |! in these disturbed times recognized itself, and de- | 





















| armed; and once armed they will, by militia sys- 
7 


them, and hostilities will become chronic and ex- | 


| tems, seek to disarm those who have opposed 


afforded in my own State. More than a yearago 
an officer was detailed there to gather up the evi- 
dences of subsequent disloyalty on the part of 
those who had availed themselves of amnesty un- 
der the cheap process of bond and oath. In a 
brief time he gathered more than three million 
dollars of forfeited bonds, and asked permission 
to proceed upon them. It is scarcely necessary 
to add that the authority was refused, the officer 
remanded to hisregiment in the field, and a new 


to resume their political rights and assist to rule 
over us. 


tween loyalty and disloyalty, that can be tolerated, 
either in theory or in practice, in speech or in ad- 
ministration, if we seek success in this war, and 
success commensurate with itscost. The policies 
of freedom are blended inseparably with the poli- 
cies of war, and irresolution or untruthfulness in 
the one is sure to cause defeats and reverses in 
the other. Thus if the Government, false to its 
mission, simply enters upon the mastery and con- 
trol of the slave population in the stead of their 
original claimants; if, ignoring true, substantial 
liberty in the freedmen, it shall bind them over 
under a provost marshalship, as rigid in its con- 
trol as the slave code; if, refusing to confiscate 
abandoned plantations, it shall merely retain them 
or relet them under a transient lease, while the 


attach them to new modes of life and industry; 
if it shall persist in excluding by trade regulations 
the loyal migrations of the free States eager to 


creating wealth in its varied shapes; if it shall 
persist In inviting back to resume arms and fran- 
chises and ownerships and social control those 


securities against reactions and subjugations of 
loyalty, and reénslavement under new names, 
than it had against rebellion in the first instance, 
what but military failure cen ensue? Armies 
thrown back have no supports, long lines of com- 
munication are exposed to danger with none to 
give notice of its approach, and each campaign 
has in addition to the exigencies of active service 
to people with its armies all the conquests gone 
before. Another result of such policies is that it 


ministration those of the population whose loy- 
dom. They will detect the counterfeit promptly, 


They will understand that such a reconstruction, 
such a placing of the court cards on top again, 


generous to rebels, but is death to loyal citizens. 
They will know that such freedom means slavery 
under new conditions and names, and that when 
Federal authority is withdrawn no consideration 
will be extended to them. The result will be to 
bring the administration of the Government into 
more or less affiliation with the enemies of free- 
dom and progress, and to prepare the way for 
compromises with rebellion. But the thought of 
this people—that thought which is enshrined in 


The future of this Republic will never be per- 
mitted to repose on the oaths of those who have 
already violated the most sacred compacts. On 
the contrary, the ending must be a conquest, not 
a compromise. The policies of freedom must 


enslaved sections by methods as deliberate as they 
are to be irresistible; with a warm sympathy, an 
unrelaxed vigor, and a decision that knows no 
faltering. 

Il. The second marked characteristic in the 
great progress which is swelling forward, over- 
turning old modes of thought, conscripting con- 
stitutions, and remodeling the functions of gov- 
ernment, is an enkindled nationality. Out of 
the very burning and fire-froth of sectionalism 
springs the ideal of a true nation. The supreme 
democracy, which has been smothered so long 
under names and parties and cunning issues, has 


amnesty invites back the same rebel oath-takers’ 


Rest assured it is not such sinister courses, such | 
shirking of responsibility, such balancing be- | 


labor of whole sections is without homesteads to | 


enter upon settlement or traffic or production or | 


in sympathy with the rebellion, with no better | 


may be very conservative to all seeming, very | 


be ingrained into the new life of the heretofore. 


asperating. No better illustration of the results | 
of such conservative policy can be cited than that 





will rapidly place in antagonism to all such ad- | 


alty is most signalized by their devotion to free- | 


and will see their own doom written in its success. | 


their progress—will bear with no such outcome. | 
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mands as its exponent a political form coexten- 
sive with the country and imperial as itself. It 
does not need to tread back into the old exploded 
days to tell how unutterably the slave system that 
stained our name and wrecked our Federal unity 
has ever held in dread the undefiled democratic 
principle; how it has sougnt under a like nomen- 
clature to palm off something other in its stead; 
how it has labored to divertitinto other channels of 
foreign conquest rather than home assertion; how 
it has manacled it with chains of local organiza- 
tion and demoralized it with the spoils of office. 
The recorded debates of this Senate will show far 
back how such fear ever haunted those leaders 
who have now taken a last appeal from democ- 
racytowar. At the point where rebellion began 
they recognized perfectly that if they were to pre- 
serve intact the slave system from being obliter- 
ated by the progress of a plebeian public will, it 
must be done by resort to violence and terror. 
They chose that resort deliberately, not foolishly, 
and have stood to it with conviction and courage. 
It was the irrepressible conflict. And the antag- 
onism is manifest now in the throes of a. wnpar- 
alleled struggle still more than in the plastic days 
of peace; for with them development has shaped 
their slavery into confederate despotism, while 
here revolution uprises into nationality. The 
latent ao? of this American people, the feel- 
ing of brotherhood, the need of unity, at length 
demands and will have clear, emphatic type as a 
nation. What other is the meaning of this so 
rapid resumption of sovereign right in all depart- 
ments of the Government? Drawing a sustenance 
no longer from the customs but from the firesides, 
substituting national paper-credits for all other 
currencies, levying armies directly by eonscrip- 
tions, not remotely by contingents, organizing 
vast industries, mortgaging the next age to its 
debt, and enforcing its law as highest law even in 
matters of personal liberty—these are but as outer 
garments of an inner form already instinct with 
life. Nor is this a completion. So much has 
been realized, while in the future still more im- 
pends. The industrial relations of reconquered 
territories, inauguration of majestic commercial 
ways, settlements affecting multitudes of people, 
sak vast undeveloped wealth, are in its hands. 
Again, consider the changed relations of here- 
tofore self-styled sovereign States. Much has 
been said during the shadowing forth of this new 
phase of our political life of the **suicide of States,”” 
and in groping down into the rubbish of the time 
it has been deemed needful to affix names and hy- 
potheses to ascertained results. But what needs? 
That no authority has been asked or resistance 


| heeded from any State in enforcing national poli- 





cies is literally true, and that such enforcement is 
inconsistent with any recognized vitality in State 
organization other than a strictly subordinate one 
none will controvert. Call it, then, suicide or 
subordinatioa, the implication is the same. In- 
deed, it is realized on every side that what was 
heretofore held up as ‘* State,’’ with assumption 
of a coequal or antagonistic control as such, is 
gone down in the mighty tread of this people 
marching on to deliverance. Commonwealths 
may exist, may be revived, may do functional 
work, may coéperate in subordinate orbits, but 
their so-called sovereignty assuredly is suicided. 
State sovereignty, the leash sought to be put on 
the democracy of the nation; State sovereignty, 
the banner of the oligarchs in their war on free- 
dom; State sovereignty, the archetype of disunion 
and disintegration, has become amythanda fable, 
and in the stead of its many idols there shines 
forth the one splendor and power of a national 
sovereignty foreordained to conquest. Such is 
the outgrowth. Substantially itis the expression 
in advance of that which is to follow in due wme 
by its appointed courses—the continental re- 
public. {it is the highest type of nationality, 
bounded by no fixed frontier of impassable pre- 
judice, but representative of whoever may assim- 
ilate under its standard; for while European rulers 
are seeking to bolster themselves with nativeisms, 
and to render synonymous nationalities and races, 
it is ofrs to assert tle larger and truer nationality 
of free principles and free men. Nor does this 
connect simply with geographical progress or en- 
danger compactness of guidance and control; for 
as its birth is from the people, so will it reflect 
their positioning. Democracy is its parent—de- 
mocracy that asserts and recognizes itself again 
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in the lusty turmoil of our great commotiens— 
end democracy means numbers, and numbers gov- 
ern from the center outward, and not jug-handle- 
wise from any remote source. Thus we see, and 
the fact is significant, in the vast impulses given 








to freedom policies, war policies, and national | 


policies in the great basin of the Mississippi, with 
its fifteen millions of population, new illustration 
of the democratic force and faith of the people. 
Go forward furthermore, make dense that popu- 
lation, intensify the life of the recovered States, 
enumerate fifty million rather than fifteen million, 
and consider of the result. 
ernment there, democratic organism there, repos- 
ing on rural and industrial masses, will abjure the 
monarchies of special interests that have sataround 
the edges clutching at control, and coerce the Re- 
public into healthy action throughout. 
Originating thus, this new development of a na- 
tional unity will require no after-molding to make 
it representative in its promptings. It wall be a 


ferm of organized popular thought that will dic- | 


tate to Cabinets and Admimistrations other poli- 
cies than those of this hour; that will look out- 
ward as well as inward, and if it accept its mis- 
sion of a continental republic will be prompt to 
recognize the antagonisms erecting beyond and 
around us, no less than the incongruities abolish- 
ing within our present confines. Be sure it will 


pore no respecter of adiplomatic connection that | 
ooks ever backward and never forward; that mul- | 


tiplies its embassadors and its plenipotentiaries, 
tailed out a hundred-fold by suites and attachés, 
and numberless commercial agents, to connect a 


shipping interest with twenty million artisans of 


Europe; but apologizes through a couple of min- 


isters and half a dozen consuls for its failure to 


unite our vast production and manufacture with 
the three hundred million machineless consum- 
ers around the Pasific circle. 


in Mexico, seize on the islands of the Gulf, and 


fortify a thousand miles of sea-coast threatening | 


the line of our interoceanic communication. 


France, Spain, England, a triple alliance, eager | 


and watchful for the death of discordant belliger- 
ent States, will have to confront for their conquests 
a nation rising asa phenix, writing Freedom on 


its flag, and fraternizing with liberty in all lands. | 


And with equal if not still greater scrutiny will 
the new-born aspiration for national life look with- 
in to shape the expression and the correlations on 
which its future must repose. The fact that we 
have never been a nation heretofore, that in three 


quarters of a century we have achieved no indi- | 


viduality, that our civilization has been insignifi- 


cantand transient and barren, only sharpens the | 


zest for a future of enduring accomplishment. 
That such a future cannot be predicated on dis- 
tinctions of race, on subordination of classes, on 
the accidents of lineage or tongue or clime, neither 
upon enslavement in any name of wealth or caste 
or condition—all this is certain, for it has been 
tried and failed; has once been inoculated into 
the system to cure our social disease, but instead 
of healing has run into this putrid eruption that 
threatens us with anarchic death. That new life 
must be founded on assimilations, not antago- 
nisms, On an ingrown unity, not irreconcilable 
contradiction. 
depressed raised up, the ignorant educated, the 
slave freed, the chattel humanized, and a demo- 


cratic equality before the law obtain for all men. | 


The people must have fraternity as well as solidar- 
ity; each must be a multiple of the whole. Just 
now amalgamation is the ghost in grave-clothes 
that walks to terrify and affright, as if the very 
nation were not already an amalgam of all peo- 
rane as if for generations heretofore there had not 

een this same dwelling together side by side that 
is to be hereafter. Slavery feared not amalgama- 
tion; shall freedom then be a greater coward? 
Neither skins, nor colors, nor castes can determ- 
ine here. The body-politic that shall sustain 
such nationality as ours ts foreordained to be must 


furthermore absorb all increments as they come, 


and not require an anaconda terpor of five or seven 
of tweaty years to determine the natural rights 
of man, bi2 right to be one in any aggregate of 
many. All such limitation on citizenship will 
pass away under attriuion of growth. The open 
door of the Republic will invite the oppressed of 


Power there, gov- | 


Be sure likewise | 
it will not fail to noteand resent the intrusion of || 
transatlantic movarchies to crush out a republic | 


‘Lhe lowly must be exalted, the | 
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joyment of liberty. Impartial justice will stand 


ready to succor and to aid all who shall appeal 
from wrong or violence or intimidation. And 
that grand future of democratic unity will arrive 
when our people of all lineage and every type 
shall meet on the plane of equal rights to attest a 
nationality that will stand out a waymark to the 
centuries, 

lll. The third and completing symbol of the 
outcome of these times will be found to indicate 
the instauration here of Christian Government, 


founded upon, indwelling with, and springing out | 
of the divine justices—Government recognizing || 


that in the affairs of nations, as in those of indi- 
viduals, there is one equality that comes of the 
equality of creation, there is one right, avenger 
on compromises, which is the supreme right, there 


isonelaw, which must ever be, as itever has been, | 
And they are to become practice, | 


a higher law. 
not merely theory. These are earnest days in 
the life-experiences of our people, and in this Sen- 
ate, as abroad throughout the land, the most im- 
portant fact around and about you is not always 
your law of yesterday, or your tax of to-mor- 


row, or your conscription of the month hence; it |] 


is not the vote here, or the battle yonder; but it 
is the spirit of this nation that upholds these 
things, and out of which they flow—the spirit that 
buoys you, Senators, into this upper air, and 
without which, or false to which, you willsink as 
empty, collapsed bladders. It is in obedience to 
such recognition that now you hasten to do that 
which but lately you refused to do, nay, declared 
by resolution just repealed that you never would 
do. These are earnest days, let me repeat it, out 
of whichare coming convictions that will not bear 
to be trifled with; and as it has become an ac- 


| cepted faith, the idea of nationality, that our being 


and the being of the nation are one and insepa- 
rable for good and for evil, so it will further ap- 
pear that the existence on which we are entering 


as a great people is no half life, made up only of || growth? 
| the vicissitudes of protection and the exaction of || years the worst governed community on the face 


revenues, but must be blended in with those deeper 
feelings and outlooks and coworkings that en- 
noble and make sublime communities of men and 
thatentwine enduring hopes with cheering duties. 

Nor is this simply affirmation, unsupported by 


| substantial experiences of history. On the con- 


trary, it is the very epitome of what is memora- 
ble and held in veneration out of all annals. 
yet at any time have the aspirations of a whole 
people after enlarged liberties been dissociate from 
the yearning for a more clear affinity between 
God and Government. 
the clear evidence of the same gleamings along 
our horizon? The voices now that are touched 
with truest eloquence are they that have come up 
out of tribulation for conscience’ sake in the past. 
From the pulpit, as in all periods of unrest, pro- 


| ceed the foremost words of guidance—from the 
pulpit that preaches politics, as some have it; that 
preaches rather our God-wrought relations to fel- 


low-men equally with those to a future state, as 
others more clearly interpret. Those grand old 
mother words of justice and truth and brother- 


hood begin to have meaning anew, kindled up in | 


them by the light that is breaking out around. 
The nation is putting on its Puritanism. Thanks- 


Never 


And can any fail to see || 
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sins of the past stand revealed and abashed. ls 
| it presumptuous pharisaical vanity of race—), “ 
| has it been cast down in the necessity of reson, 
|| the armed intervention of another and much dis. 
| credited race to assist in-final suppression of 
| rebellion! Is it pride of civilization—hoy, os 
| it been at fault in the presence of so great peri, 
|| and the appeal for solution to the barbarisms o 
|| force, the coarsest methods of untutored natyr,' 
| Is it reliance upon complex machinery of Goyorp, 
ment, the balances of political science, th trick 
of names and forms—bow brief has been the gp. 
lusion,and how complete the undeceiving, shoy. 
| ing that all votings and ballotings and adjusti) 
of powers and solemn constitution-making y 
never neutralize a received falsehood or equalize 
the scale of rightand wrong! ‘Turn where yoy 
will, the lesson is the same, that it is not in de. 
parture from but in conformity to divine precept 
that a nation will find its prosperity; that thers 
| is a law of retribution for the sin of a people as 
|| of a person, and that it is only by cleaving to the 
right at every sacrifice that any hope of a broad, 
|| enduring unity can be justified. 
It wasa declaration that led up to much though; 
| and was significant of much which has since trays. 
| pired, that this nation could not endure half fre 
|! and half slave, that one or the other would be gy. 
| preme. But it isa truth of far deeper significance 
|| that this nation will not long survive as such with 
| no God anywhere in its Constitation, with policies 
|| shamelessly substituted forduties, and with aGoy- 
|| ernment the antithesis rather than the exponent 
|| of any aspiration of the people for higher develop. 
ment as a free Christian State. The end of such 
| conjunctions niust be desolating anarchy, and will 
be fatal to all respect for authority. What other 
| is the meaning of that strange and stupendous de- 
| moralization which has characterized the admin- 
|| istration of public affairs in these United States 
| as the result of three quarters of a century of 
Without doubt ours has been for many 


gg 


of the globe, in all aspects of official conduct, 
Fraud and peculation and neglect and waste and 
indulgence and nepotism and intrigue and time- 
serving, and all the calendar of crimes, do ourgov- 
erning. Towns and cities and States, with mul- 
tiplied charters and checks, have al! taken the 
same character, fallen to alarge extent under sinis- 
ter control, become asylums of corruptions, area 
jeerand a byword of reproach. Names of police- 
man, alderman, Congressman beara stain. Whien 
quit of his vocation the curious ask, ‘Is he hon- 
est?”’ Politics have becomea filthy pool, in whose 
|| waters the good and brave shrink to be immersed. 

And this in its entirety is the result of a practical 
| atkeismin government. The ignoring of any moral 
| responsibility in the State entails the absence ol 

any practical morality in its administration, What 

other could be the outcome of such national apos- 
| tasy than the national demoralization upon which 
|| we have fallen? And from whence are we to ex- 
|| pect any reform? Be sure it will not be from con 
|| tinuance in such courses. Half a century mor 
of like degeneration and what of good is Jeftin 
the land will revolt from such dominion, preternng 
death to abject disgrace, Human nature cannot 
‘| standit. ‘This, then,is the momentous question 





1} 
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givings appoint themselves unitedly. Days of || ourpeople in the present hour, and how best tore 


supplication are become somewhat more than hol- 


| turn to other ideas of government, and other bases 


idays. The bowing down has ceased to bea mock- || of public administration, challenges all their fore- 


ery in the presence of the multitudinous remem- 
bered dead; and even they who heretofore have 
been accounted most indifferent begin to hold to 
a realizing conviction that God does direct the 


| affairs of nations by Hisspecial providences. The | 
scoffers have had their generation, and we are re- | 


turned upon a period of faith. These things are 
plain before us, to be seen of all. Have they, 
then, no significance? 
time? Are they to be swallowed up in reactions 
as godless as the past in our Government? Will 
the endurances through which we have passed 
leave no moral impress? ts there to be no higher 
record of che deliverances from great perils than 
that of the statute-book? Can it be possible that 
the deep moving of the spirit of this people which 
has accomplished so mach of werk and worship 
shail take no permanent form that may transmit 
it to posterity ? 
has been thus. It willnet be in vain that we have 
learned so many lessons of humiliation as well as 


every land to seek asylum and enter upon the en- || experienced so many signal mercies, The scarlet 


Do eno te no new || 


No! it cannot be thus; it never | 


thought and endeavor, all their humility and en 
treaty. And it is because the evil lies deeper thar 
men or offices that it demands such inquest. Its 
notonly that pure men shall be put in office, or tat 
there be pure offices to put them in; but the coo 
trolling thought over men and offices must be of 
|| that purity which recognizes a tribunal before 
|| which no deceit prospereth. Indeed there 189° 
refuge for any nation out of such a low estate 0 
‘| in Despotism to constrain probity, or Christian"'y 
| to inspire purity; and for democracy, such 
| ours, where the rule is with the many, the Jatler 
|| is the only safety. And how true in this, as 
|| all things else, is the instinct of peoples; how 
'| clearly does the great heart of the multitudes " 
|| this day of revolution recognize such depende 
'} and how sternly is it putting on the armor 
Faith for the conflict with corruption, and bow 
ing down before God to search out conformity 

His eternal laws! The many are not blinded, bu! 
|| clearly see irrepressible conflict between a natie® 
|! to be saved and a Governmentto be damned. No! 
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-the obsolete type of Church and State will 
.vived in our Republic, not that formalisms 
od and ritual shall be enacted or set up 
stead of departed convictions, but some- 
- more and other than all this, in the repudia- 
» of those falsities that are the parlance of cab- 
and the resorts of administration, in the 
,psolute reception and enforcement of that im- 
sartial justice and brotherhood which makes the 
oe gocial state, and in the elevation to control 
. .j authority in the nation of the same moralities 
snd Christianized public thought, which is ever 
the highest and last appeal among the consciences 
of men. 

\r. President, it has been endeavored by the 


re 


nets 


part 


for 
for 


soing analysis to set forth the three distinct- | 


ve features which characterize the movement | 


ithe time wherein we are called to act or to 
wyufler. ifthe views which have been advanced 
betrue, if the requirements of faith, and freedom, 
nd yationality be not exaggerated, then it is 
equally true that no time should be lost in con- 
summating legislation here that shall directly con- 
+em to the end at which we must arrive if we are 
ttoperish utterly. We may not rightfally put 


unt 


no 


off for accomplishment three years hence that | 


which beckons as the duty of the hour. Direct 
iz with the wrongs of this land must be had by 


aed 


|| readjustment is actually taking place, and it is in 


the nation’s Congress, regardless of the traditions | 


yf local jurisdiction and with absolute shaking off 
of tue foul heathenism of property in man. Under 
the system of biennial Legislatures, amid the 
chances of political opposition, in face of disor- 
cauized States, a period equal te thatduring which 
the war has already existed would have to trans- 
pire before you could perfect freedom by any 
constitutional amendment. The assent of three 
fourthgof the States cannot be sooner had. But 
the emergency is pressing; the benefit of such in- 
vigoration is needed now. Nor is thereany other 
reliance. Senators declare here daily in confer- 
ence an unwillingness to trust this question to the 
manipulations of a discordant Cabinet or an in- 
decisive Executive—an Administration dragged 
into freedom policies and never there through out- 

ken conviction. Why hesitate then to act? 
You cannot doubt the future. It isunwarranted 
moreover to assume that such enactment will be 
frustrated by hostile deeisions hereafter. The Su- 
preme Court will do in the future, rest assured, as 
it has done in the past—will conform to accom- 
plished facts and a clearly delivered public will 
that shall make immediate ending of slave sys- 
tems. 
jusufy itin further equivocation, or tempt it to 
brave annihilation by decreeing that searce con- 
ceivable outrage of the reénslavement of four mil- 
lion human beings. 


| ative party, and none other in this nation at this 


the future and its precious promises by every 


| the revolution, and that at a heavy discount, to 


| sentative of compromise. 


[tis only halting policies here that can |! 


Butif there is one conclusion more worthy than | 


another to be deduced from a review of the forces 


tuat surround us and the needs that impend over || 


us, it is that this is no time for halting policies. 
Whatever personates torpor or stagnation or re- 


action must be put aside, whether in the shape | 


of legislauon, or administering, or partyism, or 
thought. And this is not optional but impera- 
le, under the penalty of other contortion and 
convulsion hereafter. ‘The active regeneration 


Which must take place in the nation, which must | 


mold institutions and reform peoples, must obtain 
equally in the methods of political procedure as 
m Ue conduct of official affairs. ‘The intimate 


ble | thie 
Yiending which exists between party organism | 


and governmental control, making the one shadow 
“ the other, is such that inasmuch as the vices 
oi the former soon reappear in the latter, so like- 
Wise the changes and progressions demanded in 
“aministration will have their first and foremost 
aailepting in the shapings of political associa- 
on, 
acdure wold parties become proof of real advance 
* nage in national development and exalta- 
Pe owhere and at no time has this been more 
sible ian here and now. 
BUairs is revolutio 
tyisms of t} 
creat ane 


ASU) 


n more palpable than in the par- 
ie age, and yetin no sphere is there so 


ig 0 Fepel the entrance of truth inte politics. 
wieta caders of the management—astute at least 
» Sing to the esteem of their class—go burrow- 


at 
NM back in ; : 
= back into old cheateries for a name, or a dis- 


i 


succe . ; i 
vy... ? When they have issued only a platitude. 


n 


Thus it is that signs of decay and super- | 


Inno field of human | 


fort to ignore any transformation or re- | 


se P Inet fae . . 
~? Fa platform, and think they have achieved | 





| party, because there is only the alternative be- 
tween progress and reaction. 
| the facts transpiring before your eyes, whigh you | 


| In question by the President or rendered nugatory 


upon the life wrestle of this nation will ignomin- 


| have no claim, that mediocrity cannot stand for 
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will deceive any; that a crafty guile which sub- | 


stitutes a nomenclature for a principle will have | 
force in this day of the upturning of old forms; 
that the conventionalisms of political thought will 
supersede an individuality of judgment and pur- 
pose never before so prevalent among all ranks | 
as in this struggle. On the contrary, the shams | 
of the hustings« qually with the shams of govern- 
ment must be discarded by those who would ap- 
proach the people. 

Talk not, then, of your Union party, or your 
Republican party, or your Democratic. slavery 
party: the phrases now are meaningless, have 
become idle parodies on all earnest effort. As 
well go masquerading in the clothes of your an- 
cestry. Youhavea Radical party anda Conserv- 


time. Thatis the line of demarkation alone which 


presence of the real combat, where conflict clears 
up theory, that you will find the true positioning 
of the politics of the country. The former marches 
under the one banner of immediate freedom as es- 
sential to assure progress; the other under many 
flags to preserve sectionalisms, falsify democra- | 
cies, invite foreign interventions, and betray the 
hope of the people. The one would grapple to 


mode and at all cost; the other would cash now 


buy or retain office and power. The one is born 
of faith, the other is the bastard scion and repre- 
One is the advance, 
the other is the reaction. And here, as in all 
things else that are to meet solution, absolute ve- 
racities must prevail; and the effort to substitute 
unreal issues for the vital problems that touch 


iously fail. As you have changed in all other re- 
lations, in constitutionalisms, in national control, 
in foreign outlook, in domestic policies, so must 
you change in partyisms and conform to that 
which is at issue, not varnish up the dead past. 
Without doubt, if truth were paramount it 
would disclose that the inner thought which bur- 
dens here each mind to-day, which gives its own 
color to speech and action, though carefully con- 
cealed from expression, is this: who shall rule 
this Republic for the presidential term next to 
come? That is the kernel of party, and its im- 
portance is manifest in thatitis the dominant idea 
prevalent with yourselves. And rightfully so, for 
it is charged with the fate of the future. But you 
cannot compromise your thought here by accept- 
ing old solutions for new enigmas. In periods | 
of such turmoil and danger, persons and policies 
are tried by to-day and to-morrow, not by de- 
parted years. Therefore it is that incumbents 





merit, and that unionisms in platform and circu- 
lar mean nothing, since the electoral dispute in 
this behalf is not whether there shall be a Union, 
but what the character of that Union shall be: 
whether it shall be based on incongruity, social an- 
tagonisms, compromise with hostile elements, or 
whether it shall be rounded into the symmetry of 
absolute freedom, unified by homogeneous struc- | 
ture, and coercing its public life into strictest ve- 
racities, rather than the loose mockeries and half 
truths of heretofore. In other words, in the sep- 
arations of to-day, in the struggle for power, in 
the divisions of opinion, there 1s only the alterna- 
tion between a Radical party and a Conservative 


See this verified in | 


cannot be ignorant of, but perhaps are not solicit- 
ous to commenton. ‘To-day your Administra- 
tion is seeking to connect itself with whatever is 
conservative in the land to secure a reélection. 
Its most decided proclamations are either called 





by half-hearted execution. Its announced poli- 
cies are those of amnesty for rebels, war and re- 
pulston for radicals. Its accredited spokesmen 
are the revilers of what freedom has accomplished, 
the traducers of all the advance men of this age. 
If that is to be the Administration of the future, so 
vouched for and dominated, in what will it differ 
from a reaction, a compromise, a surrender? 
Shall we never learn, even in the midst of such 
experiences? Bethink you how every progress | 
in our national attitude for three years past has | 


“iston, to believe that such idle formulas |! come up out of disaster to our arms, has been a | 
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torn, reluctant consent only yielded to our des- 
perate misfortunes. Is it a sufficient answer to 
all that to say, “And yetthere has been progress 
at last??? Go count the two hundred thousand 
dead such a method of progress has cost; go visit 
the mourning firesides that are fitting other sons 
for new sacrifice under the call for an additional 
half million of soldiers, and you will learn very 
surely that, however prompt to sustain the nation 
in the hour of its peril, loyalty does not indorse 
that paralysis which has brooded over its effort, 
and will never, never, never consent to renew 
that control which has made lethargic civil poli- 
cies the sure precursor of military miscarriage. 
With such as the attitude and such as the issue, 
does not a crave responsibility rest then on those 
called here to reflect the public will? And how, 
Senators, will you meet it? Will you yield to in- 


| decision and shake hands with reaction, or will 
| you promptly come up to the requirement of these 
| times, accept the mission of the Revolution, enact 
| freedom, conform to veracity, and organize radi- 








j blood. 


calism into a party and a power to take charge of 
the future? lf only this Congress shall be true 
and earnest in legislation now, if you shall be out- 
spoken and free-spoken in this cause, we will do 
much toward inaugurating, for the contest of prin- 
ciple that impends in the country, true issues, and 
by consequence will have a true heroism embod- 
ied in the popular choice. If you are false, if you 
are hesitant, if you fear to stand avouched soldiers 
of progress, you and | and all others with similar 
responsibility upon them deserve to have sham 
leaders palmed off upon us, and will only succeed 
in carrying into the future the sloth, incertitude, 
enforced compliance, lukewarm performance, and 
unparalleled sacrifices of the past. 

Nor in the better part, in the true organism of 
the radical faith of the people into an active shape, 
ready to battle and to govern, to administer either 
peace or war with thoroughnessand direction, will 
those who shall contribute toward it be without 
support in the country. There is much of earn- 
est work doing everywhere among men, and 
rest assured that this pivotal point of earnest ef- 
fort for the future is not devoid of cure or interest. 
While the chief priests of conservatism are inter- 
rogating the various State Legislatures and other 
assembly bodies for favorable responses, like 
Roman augurs examining the flight of birds or 
the entrails of exen, on the other hand the loy- 
alty of the land is knitting itself together by mu- 
tual ** covenant’ with a firmness and a touch that 
will yet have, if it shall dare to exercise it, power 


| and opportunity to shape results and save the Re- 


public. With instinctive foresight it has been 


| gathering in council and league, in Open_union or 


secret affiliation, roughly shaping association out 
of informal recognitions, and assuming coépera- 
tive forms to ascertain its growth and strength, 
not knowing what necessities might arise, but res- 
olute not to be without a bond. Did loyalty take 
alarm long since, and thus express its distrust of 
partyism subjected to official control? It dwells 
with the people, and they have strange know!l- 
edge. Indeed, the people are as far ahead of 
the politicians in these times as courage is ever 
before cowardice. They are radical in every bone 
and muscle. They are democratic in all their 
They are lose to their faith, and that 
faith is progress: that democracy is freedom; that 
radicalism is organization to repudiate the courses 


| that rely only on lost battles for inspiration, and 


appeal ever to reactionary sympathies for political 
support and to amnesty proclamations for mili- 
tary prestige, without daring to invoke the spirit 
of this nation in the name of liberty to arise and 
conclude the conquest. 

Mr. President, in bringing to a close the re- 
marks submitted to the Senate, permit me to say 
that, coming from a city which was the scene of 
the first armed collision in this war, and that has 
never faltered from that hour to this in devotion 
to the cause, although its losses have been dis- 
tressing and unparalleled, [ have felt impelled to 


| speak in deprecation of baneful policies, above 


party ties, and regardless of Administration and 
Cabinet and President. Furthermore, that d well- 
ing where this disease of slavery which las been 
so fatal to our unity was visible in all its devel- 
opments, and where the diversities of class and 
condition engendered by its influence were con- 
stantly witnessed in antagonisms, it has seemed 
not inappropriate to apply those experiences, and 
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discuss with some amplitude the bases, social and 
ports al, on which alone we can hope for future 
peace and prosperity to ourcountry. And lastly, 
that in taking an initiative, and proposing an act 
of direct abolition, ldo so inthe name of the great 
State which has honored me with a seat in this 


Senate, and which, although still a slave State || 
under the local law, will be proud and grateful to | 


receive emancipation at the hands of the Federal 
Government, Missouri, which was consecrated 
to slavery more than forty years ago by a national 
Congress, comes this day and asks a national Con- 
gress to right that wrong and confer upon her free- 


dom as the only sure guarantee of republican in- | 


stitutions, 

Senators, after three years of war no rebel State 
has yet been entirely conquered from the enemy. 
After three years of administering no slave State 
has yet been truly reclaimed to freedom. Do 


you dare then to trifle longer with the destinies of | 


this great nation? 
Mr. POMEROY. I desire to offer some re- 
marks on this topic; but as there is not time to- 


day, | move that the further consideration of the | 


bill be postponed until to-morrow, 
The motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed a joint resolution (No. 37) 


making such pledge or promise, acted by author- 
ity of the War Department; and the Secretary of 
War is to determine any question of fact arising 
under this provision. 


The fourth section allows the same premium | 


for each colored recruit now mustered, or here- 
after to be mustered, into the service of the Uni- 
ted States, as is or shall be allowed by law for 
white recruits, with a proviso that the Secretary 
of War shall previously give his assent to the 
same. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I suppose there is no 
chance of passing this bill now, and I should like 
to have an execulive session. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope we shall pass the bill 
to-night. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. J understand that the 


Senator from eee | wishes to make a speech: 


Mr. DAVIS. I offer an amendment, as an 
additional section to this bill: 

And be it further enacted, ‘That every slave or slaves that 
may have been heretofore, or may hereafter be, taken into 
the service of the United States, the loyal owner or owners 
of such slave or slaves shall be entitled to their fair and 
reasonable value, to be ascertained by three commissioners 
to be appointed by the United States distriet court from the 


| district from which such slave or slaves may have been 


taken. and such commissioners shall take evidence and re- 


| port on the points of the loyalty and ownership of the claim - 


to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to an- || 


ticipate the payment of interest on the public 
debt; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate, 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had agreed to some and dis- 
agreed to other amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. No. 156) to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1864, and it had agreed to other 
amendments of the Senate to the said bill with 
amendments. It insisted upon its disagreement 
and amendments as aforesaid, asked a conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and 
had appointed Mr. Samuet Hooper of Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. Geonce H. Penpteron of Ohio, 
and Mr. Guenns W.Scoriecp of Pennsylvania, 
managers at the same on its part. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives (No. 37) to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to anticipate the payment of in- 
terest on the public debt, was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

PAY OF COLORED TROOPS. 

Mr. WILSON. I move now to take up the bill 
that was the regular order of the day and was 
temporarily laid over, and | hope we shall be able 
to pass it to-night, 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
145) to equalize the pay of soldiers in the United 
States Army was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Under the provisions of the first section of the 
bill, all persons of color who have been or may 


|| passed weeks ago. 


be mustered into the military service of the Uni- | 


ted States are to receive the same uniform, cloth- 
ing, arms, equipments, camp equipage, rations, 
medical and hospital attendance, pay and emolu- 
ments, other than bounty, as other soldiers of the 
regular or volunteer forces of the United States 
of like arm of the service, from and after the Ist 
day of January, 1864; and every person of color 
who may hereafter be mustered into the service 
is to receive such sums in bounty as the President 
shall order in the different States and parts of the 
United States, not exceeding $100. 

The second section provides that all persons 
enlisted and mustered into service as volunteers 
under the call dated October 17, 1863, for three 
hundred thousand volunteers, who were at the 
time of enlistment actually enrolled and subject 
todraftin the State in which they volunteered, shall 
receive from the United States the same amount 
of bounty, without regard to color. 

According to the third section all persons of 
color who have been enlisted and mustered into 
the service of the United States are to receive the 
pay and clothing allowed by law to other volun- 


teers in the service, from the date of their muster | 


into the service, if it has been pledged or — 
ised to them by any officer or person who, in 


| about an hour and a half. 


ants and the value of such slave orslaves; and when said 
report is confirmed by the district court aforesaid, it shall 
be conclusive on the points embraced by it; and on the 
presentation of an authenticated copy of said report to the 
Treasury Department, any sum or sums therein appearing 
to be due any loyal owner or owners shall be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
It is now nearly half past three o’clock, and I 
propose that the Senate adjourn or take up some 
other business, as I want to debate the amendment 
I do not propose to 
take any more time than that,and I would prefer 


| io commence my remarks in the morning. 


Mr. WILSON. This bill has been a long time 


before the Senate, and the interests of the coun- | 


because it was not 
The substance of the propo- 
sition now moved as an amendment is the Jaw of 
the land to-day. The law provides that slaves en- 
listing in the service are to be paid for, not ex- 
ceeding $300, on the report of a commission. I 
should be very glad to have this bill passed to- 


try have suffered immense] 


| night; | want to get it through; the country is 


suffering because it has not been passed before; 
and the Senator from Kentucky can certainly have 
an opportunity to make his speech on other bills 
that are coming up. I understand that to-mor- 
row the matter we have just had up is to be con- 
sidered, and the Senator from Kansas [Mr. Pome- 
roy] is to have the floor. The result of that will 


| be probably to throw this bill over to next week, 


if it be not acted on now. I think the Senator 
from Kentucky may make his speech on some 
other bill, and allow this bill to pass; tor what he 
is now aiming at is already secured in the enroll- 
ment act. 

Mr.SUMNER. I would remind my colleague 
also that the Senate has already made the bill to 
repeal the fugitive slave acta special order for to- 
morrow at half past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. DAVIS. My proposition is not provided 
for in the laws that now exist. 
embraces this in substance: not that there shail 
be an arbitrary compensation for slaves that may 
be taken into the service of the United States, but 


| thatthe districtcourtof every district from whence 


slaves are so taken shall appoint a commission to 
ascertain the fair and reasonable value of such 
slaves, not that they shall be restricted to $300. 
The proposition that $300 is a fair valuation for 
a slave is a mockery: it is altogether untrue. I 
want the value of that property to be ascertained 
in the same constitutional and legal manner in 
which the value of all other property taken for 
public use, whether for the use of the United 
States Government or the States, is to be ascer- 
tained. 

I have been ready waiting and watching to make 
my argument in this case for the last ten days, 
and it 1s because of the manner in which the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs him- 
self has managed this bill that I did not make my 
speech upon it a week ortendays ago. Idonot 
wish to consume unnecessarily the time of the 
Senate; but | want to present my views fully,as 


, L intend to do if | am physically able, in relation 


to this proposition, | would prefer an adjourn- 
ment now; | feel somewhat exhausted by this 


My proposition | 





| 
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. ‘ . ae . 
| sitting, but if the Senate require me to Proceed jp 


| postponing this measure until some hour jn 4 


| shall take the floor on my amendment. 


my argument to-day, I shall doso. I must firs, 
however, ask fora vote upon adjourning or yno, 
morning to be indicated by the Senate. lam y, ; 
ing to proceed at any time to-morrow that jt sh» 
be the pleasure of the Senate to indicate that | 
I do ot 
want to embarrass the progress of this bil]: Ido 
not want to procrastinate it: all I want is ay op, 
portunity to make my remarks, and | am ready 
to make them whenever the Senate shall reqy;;, 
me to doso. To test the sense of the Senate, | 
move that the measure be made the special order 
for twelve and a half o’clock to-morrow, : 

Mr. SUMNER. There isa special order fy, 
that time—the repeal of the fugitive slave act, 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 suppose that can wait a jin). 

Mr. SUMNER. Ido not wish to have thy 
waitat all. It is a disgrace to the country anj 
the statute-book that we want to get rid of, 

Mr. DAVIS. I make the motion. [ will po, 
bandy epithets with the Senator from Massachy. 
setts on that subject at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrey, 
It is moved that the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until to-morrow at twelve and 
a half o’clock, and be made the special order for 
that time. 

A division was called for. 

Mr. DAVIS. I ask for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. F 

Mr. JOHNSON. I understand the member 
from Kentucky to ask a postponement that he 
may address the Senate to-morrow, because |ie js 
not able to address them now. 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly; thatis my proposition 

Mr. GRIMES. I trust the call for the yeas 
and nays will be withdrawn, and that the assent 
of the Senate will be given to let the Senator speak 
to-morrow at half past twelve o’clock. We have 
not got a quorum here now. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 will accede to that. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is another question 
assigned for half past twelve o’clock to-morrow 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The call for 
the yeas and nays can only be withdrawa by 
unanimous consent. Any member objecting, the 
yeas and nays must be taken. 

Mr. GRIMES. I trust the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts will see there is a great deal more in- 
portance in passing this bill which is to pay to 
nearly one hundred thousand men that allotment 
of money and rations and bounty which the Gov- 
ernment justly owes them, than in entering into 
along debate here on the question of repealing 
the fugitive slave law, which there is not any 
probability of getting through for the next three 
or four weeks at any rate. One is a practical 
question that relates directly to one hundred thou- 
sand armed men, and the other is a mere ques 
tion of ideas, so far as [ know at this time. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1am in favor of the bill 
which the Senator refers, and I want its imme 
diate passage; I want its passage to-day. 

Mr. GRIMES. You cannot prevent the Set- 
ator from Kentucky from speaking. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 do not wish to prevent his 
speaking. I only wish that the assignment (ist 
has been made for to-morrow at half past twelve 
o’clock shall be adhered to, not that I wish (0 
speak or wish to invite discussion, but simply 
vote and toinvite a vote. The Senator from lows 
says that the discussion on the question of repet 
may run over some weeks. I do not know how 
it can run over weeks. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator was informet, 
when he had the subject set down for a special or 
der, that it would be thoroughly discussed , among 
others I think by the Senator from Kentucky it" 
self, and | have heard other Senators make (" 
same declaration. There is no possibility ol gee 
ting that bill through fora month, I apprehend 

Mr. SUMNER. It is news to me that aly 
body proposes to discuss it except the Sena 
from Konteshy, 

Mr. GRIMES. I should suppose the Senator 
from Massachusetts had had a sufficient demot- 
stration of the powers of endurance of the Senator 
from Kentucky to know that he could discuss" 


very nearly in the neighborhood of a month. 
[Laughter. | , . 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir; for six months, ! 0 
cessary. [Laughter.] 
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Mr. SUMNER. I thought the fire of the Sen- 
ator, if | may say so, might be somewhat drawn | 
- this very bill. bs | 
Mr. ANTHONY. LT understand that the spe- 

y vesionment for to-morrow at half past twelve 
“tclock ‘will be superseded by this bill at one | 
Hyelock at any rate. Itis not requisite, as I un- || 
jerstand, that this bill be made the special order; || 
but it will come up at one o’clock to-morrow as i 
the unfinished business. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That would | 
be the rule of the Senate. : 

Mr. WILSON. Iam exceedingly anxious to || 
cet a vote on this bill as soon as possible; 1 have 
heen soall along, and I have pressed it whenever 
{could properly do so. I have had to yield toa 
creat many other questions, and have endeavored 
ss far as 1 could toaccommodate others. As the 
Senator from Kentucky desires to speak on the 
amendment he has proposed, of course no one 
objects to his addressing the Senate either now or 
to-morrow on that subject. Tam satisfied, under 
the circumstances, that we had better let the bill 
eo over until to-morrow, but without making a 
spe cial assignment of it; and, in order that it may 
come up regularly to-morrow as the unfinished 
business, L move that the Senate now proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; andafter some time 
spent in executive session, the doors were re- 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Ol 


cla 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, March 8, 1864. 


The House met at twelve o'clock, m. 
by Rev. Mr. Currier, of New York. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


WESTERN NAVY-YARD. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, in- 
closing a copy of Admiral Foote’s report on a 
western navy-yard; which was laid upon the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS OF IDAILO. 


Mr. WALLACE presented the memorial of 
the Legislature of Idaho, asking the construction 
ofa military road connecting the navigable waters 
of the Missouri and Columbia rivers; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALLACE also presented the memorial 
of the Legislature of Idaho, asking for a division 
of the Territory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


PAY OF A CONTESTANT. 


Mr. MALLORY, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
and referred to the Committee of Elections: 

Resolved, That John 8. Sleeper, of Massachusetts, be 


allowed the mileage and pay that he would be entitled to 
had he been a member of this Congress. 


RESOLUTIONS OF IOWA. 


Mr. KASSON presented resolutions of the Le- 
gisiature of Lowa, earnestly recommending that 
discharged soldiers disabled by wounds or dis- 
ease shall have preference, as far as competent, 
in be ing employed in all positions within the gift 
of the Federal Government; which were referred 
tothe Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered | 
to be printed. 

Mr. KASSON presented resolutions of the Le- | 
e'siature of Lowa, indorsing the policy of paying | 


Prayer 








Soldiers and seamen of African descent in the 
Service of the United States the same pay given | 
‘ other soldiers and seamen of the same grade; | 
which were also referred to the Committee on || 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. | 
Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the Com- 1 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. || 


VOTES RECORDED. 


_ Mr, NORTON. Lhope the gentleman will sus- | 
pend that motion for a moment. 


_ ut. STEVENS. 
Wess it be a personal matter 
at: NORTON, It is. kL was absent fora short 
bun, yesterday after the House met, on pressing 
man heat When two votes were taken on the Lan- | 
00k resolution, ona motion to lay upon the 





1 cannot do it for anything || 


TH 


| jection? 


| of the Union. 


$5,000. 


| ment, $2,000,000. 


table and on the passage of that resolution. I 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to record | 
my vote on those two questions. 

Mr. HARRINGTON. I object. 

Mr. NORTON. My vote will not change the 
result in either case. 

Mr. HARRINGTON. Then I will withdraw 
the objection. 

The CHAIRMAN, Is there any further ob- 
The Chair hears none. 

Mr. NORTON. I vote in favor of laying the 
resolution upon the table, and against its passage. 


CLERKS TO NAVAL PAYMASTERS. 


Mr. ELIOT, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill for the classification of clerks to paymasters 
in the Navy and graduating their pay; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


IIOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. JULIAN. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report back from the Committee 
on Public Lands itl of the House No. 276, to 
secure to persons in the military or naval service 
of the United States homesteads on confiscated 
or forfeited estates in insurrectionary districts, in 
order that it may be recommitted to the commit- 
tee and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. KALBFLEISCH. I object. 





DEFICIENCY BILL. 1] 


Mr. STEVENS. I now insist on my motion 


to go into Committee of the Whole on the state 


Mr. ELIOT. I hope the gentleman will let us 
go on with reports from committees during the 
morning hour. 

Mr.STEVENS. No, sir; hundreds of families 
are starving while we are doing nothing. | insist 
on my motion, 

Mr. Srevens’s motion was agreed to. 
So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Asutey | 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of | 
the amendments of the Senate to the deficiency | 





| bill. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that all debate upon 
the pending section was limited to one minute. 
When the committee rose the following amend- 
ment of the Senate was under consideration: 
Fifth amendment: 


On page 5, after line eighty-seven, insert the following: 
To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the pur- | 
chase and manuafacture of arms for volunteers aud regu- 
lars, ordnance and ordnance stores, $7,700,000. 
‘To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the man- 
ufacture of arms at the national armory, $700,000. 
‘To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the Sur- | 
geou General’s departinent, to wit: | 
For medical instruments and dressings, $1,300,000. 
For hospital stores, bedding, and so forth, $1,200,000. 
For hospital furniture and field equipment, $300,000. 
For books, stationery, and printing, $36,000, 
For ice, fruits, and other comforts, $100,000, 
For hospital clothing, $40,000. 
For citizen nurses, $35,000. 
For sick soldiers in private hospitals, $17,000. 
For artificial limbs for soldiers and seamen, $16,000. 
For citizen physicians and medicines furnished by them, 
$185,000. 
For hire of clerks and Jaborers in purveying depots, 
$25,000. 
For contingent expenses of the medical department, 


For medicines and medical attendance for negro refu- | 
gees, commonly called ** contrabands,’’ $33,000. 
For washing and washing machines for hospitals where 
matrons cannot be employed, $1,000. 
To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the sub- 
sistence of the Army, to wit: 
For volunteers and drafted men, $5,825,000. 
For employés, $640,640, 
For women, $218,400. 
‘To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the 
engineer department: 
For contingencies of fortifications, including tieldworks, | 





$500,000. 
Tosupply adeficiency in the appropriation for the quar- 
termaster’s departinent, to wit: 
For purchase of cavalry and artillery horses, $17,500,000. 
For regular supplies of the quartermaster’s department, 


| $18,500,000. 


For barracks, quarters, and so forth, $3,500,000. 
For transportation of the Army, $30,000,000. | 
For incidental expenses of the quartermaster’s depart- 


For transportation of officers’ haggage, $100,000. 
For clothing, camp and garrison equipage, $7,000,000. 
‘To supply a deficiency in the appropriation tor the 
Adjutant General’s department : 
For purchase of books of tactics, $25,000. 


To which an amendment was pending to limit | 
the appropriation for negro refugees, commonly | 
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called ** contrabands,’’ to those actually in the 
service of the United States. 

The committee divided on the amendment to the 
amendment, and the vote stood—a yes 46, noes 21; 
no quorum votung, 

The CHAIRMAN ordered tellers, and ap- 
pointed Messrs. Houtman and Beaman. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 37, noes 56. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to, 

The amendment of the Senate was then con- 
curred in. 

Sixth amendment: 

Page 7, line one hundred and fifty-seven, strike out as 
follows : 

For two additional clerks of class four, in the office of 
the Secretary of the Navy, $3,000, 

Mr. BROOKS. I desire to call the attention 
of the committee to lines one hundred and forty- 
four and one hundred and forty-five, ** for trans- 
portation of the Army, $30,000,000.”’ 

Now, on page 3 of the estimates sent to the 
Senate | find submitted under the sign-manual of 
Quartermaster General Meigs an estimate for 
$25,000,000 for this transportation. It willbe seen 
therefore that this appropriation comes down from 
the Senate larger than is asked for by the Senate, 

Mr. STEVENS. [rise to a question of order. 
I had supposed we had passed that and gone to 
the consideration of another amendment. 

Mr. BROOKS. What the gentleman says is 
true; but I have already said all I intended to. 

Mr.STEVENS. lam glad I did notinterrupt 
ihe gentleman until he was through. I thought he 
must have about concluded. [Laughter.] 

The sixth amendment of the Senate was con- 
curred in, 

Sixth and a half amendment: 


Strike out, in line one hundred and seventy-one, page 8, 
* ninety-one,’’ and insert “ eighty-three ;”? so as to make 
the paragraph read as follows : 

For salary of commissioner to codify the naval laws, 
under joint resolution of March 3, 1863, $3,983 67. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


The committee informaily rose; and the Speaker 


| having resumed the chair, 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
and found truly enrolled bills of the following titles; 
when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (S. No, 39) to authorize the enrollment 
and license of the steam-tugs B. EF. Davidson and 
W. K. Muir; 

An act (S. No. 19) for the relief of L. F. Car- 
tee; 

An act (S. No. 15) to incorporate the Wash- 
ington City Savings Bank; 

An act (H. R. No. 42) toenable guardians and 
committees of lunatics, appointed in the several 
States, to act within the District of Columbia; 

An act (S. No. 110) for the relief of John H. 
Shepherd and Walter K. Caldwell, of Missouri; 

An act (H. R. No. 122) to increase the internal 
revenue, and for other purposes; 

An act (S. No. 81) to apportion the expenses 
of the levy court of the county of Washington 
upon the basis of population; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 41) to continue the 
payment of bounties. 

The committee then resumed its session, and 
proceeded again to the consideration of the 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Seventh amendment: 


Page 8, line one hundred and seventy-one, insert as fol 
lows: 

For additional repairs at the Norfolk navy-yard, $150,000. 

For wharf, machine shop, bridges, buildings for naval 
stores, and other works at Port Royal, South Carolina, 
$144,600. 

To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for filling in 
the grounds for the new foundery at the Brooklyn pavy- 
yard, $45,975. 

For temporary storehouse for provisions at the Brooklyn 
navy-yard, $2,000, 

For temporary storehouses for provisions at the Boston 
navy-yard, $2,000. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Eighth amendment: 

Page 9, line one hundred and eighty-nine, strike out 
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jf 

‘€ S682" and insert * $62 50,” 

read as tollow 
For salary ot 

1863, to June 3 


so as to make the paragraph 


the minister at Salvador, from April 16, 
0, 1804, at $7,500 per annum, $9,062 50. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in this amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Ninth and tenth amendments: 

In line two hundred and fifteen insert after the word 
** for”? the words “ furniture and for,”’ and in line two hun 
dred and seventeen, after the words “ New York,” insert the 


word “and 3”? so as to make the paragraph as amended read 
as follows: 


For the payment of claims due various parties for furpi- 


|| have the same salary. 


ture, and for the alterations in the offices of the Assistant || " 
‘| amendment below it will be satisfactory to the 


‘Treasurer and collector of eustoms at New York, and for 
constructing burglar-prooft vaults, $80,000, 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in these amendments. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

Eleventh amendment: 


Page 11, line two hundred and fifty-five, strike out the 
following paragraph : 

ior deficiency to pay for goods furnished to Peter Boyce, 
Indian farm ageut at Coon Creek, Utah Territory, in 1859, 
#710. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- | 


mended non-concurrence in this amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Twelfth amendment: 


Page 13, line two hundred and eighty-seven, strike out the 
words “to supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the 
support of the light-house establishment, $14,156 65,” and 


insert in lieu thereof the words “ for rebuilding light-house | 


at Cape Charles, Virginia, $20,000,” 
The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence in this amendment. 
‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

Page 13, atthe end of the paragraph ** To supplya deficiency 
in the appropriation tor ordnance, ordnance stores, labor, 
and contingent expenses in the Bureau of Ordnance of the 
Navy Department, $2,740,000,” add as follows: 

Provided, however, That no money shall be paid under 


this item of appropriation except for deficiencies actually | 


existing upon contracts made by the Navy Department. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- | 


mended concurrence in this amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Fourteenth amendment: 
Page 13, line three hundred and one, strike out “ Ports 


mouth, New Hampshire,” and insert in lieu thereof * Kit- | 
so as to make the paragraph read as follows: | 


tery, Maine ;”’ 
For erecting naval hospital at Kittery, Maine, $25,000. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- | 


mended concurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fifteenth amendment: 

Atthe end of the paragraph *“* For erecting naval hospital 
at Washington city, District of Columbia, $25,000,” strike 
out as follows: 

Provided, That neither of said hospitals shall be erected 
within the present limits of the navy-yards; and the cost of 





said hospitals and extension of said asylum shall be paid | 


out of the accumulated hospital fund. 


Vor furniture, stoves, carpets, cases for records and pa- | 


pers, fuet, stationery, and contingent expenses, in the office 
of register of deeds tor the District of Columbia, $950. 
‘To supply deficiency in the appropriation for purchase 


of tenth and eleventh volumes Statutes at Large, $2,765. | 


And insert in licu thereof as follows: 

To supply a deticiency in the appropriation for Capitol 
police for the Senate, $4,003 75. 

To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for stationery 
for the Senate, S609, 

To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for miscel- 
Janeous items for the Senate, $20,000: Provided, That here- 


after no payment shall be made trom the contingent fund | 


of either Llouse of Congress, unless the amountis fixed by 
law, or the account is previously examined and approved 
by the appropriate committee ; nor shall any payment ever 
be made, except out of the fund particularly appropriated 
for the purpose; and no transfer of balances sliail be made 
from one fund to another. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


Page 15, line three hundred and thirty-six, add as follows: | 


To enable the Librarian of Congress to employ an addi- 
tional laborer trom February | to the end of the current 
fiscal year, $250. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in, 


Seventeenth amendment: 


Rage 16, line five, strike out the words ‘ the same as the 
present Assistant Secretary of the Treasury,” and insertin 
lieu thereof ** $3,000 per annum ;”’ so as to make it read as 
tollows: 

Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the President 
shall appoint in the Treasury Department, by and with tie 
advice and consent Of the Senate, an ndditional Assistant 


— 


Secretary of the Treasury, whose salary shall be $3,000 
per annum, who sball perform adi such duties in the otiice 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, belonging to that Depart- 
ment, as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, or as may be required by law; &c. 

Mr. STEVENS. The Committee of Ways 
and Means thought proper to recommend that all 
these Assisgant Secretaries in the future should 


them $4,000, some $3,500, and some $3,000. They 
are all officers of the same grade, and should have 
the same salary. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


They now have some of | 


I therefore move to amend the | 


amendment of the Senate by increasing the sal- | 


ary to $3,500 per annum, and then with a further 


committee. 


Mr. PIKE. I wish to call the attention of the 


committee to the fact that of our Assistant Secre- | 


taries there are two who receive at this time the | ; 
\| vants, and increase the salary of those whose re. 


sum of $4,000—the Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy and the Assistant Secretary of the Treas- 


/ury. There are two Assistant Secretaries of War, 


who receive $3,000 a year each, and an Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior and three Assistant Post- 
masters General, each receiving $3,000 a year. 
This is to increase the pay of these five or six high 
officers one sixth, or $500. What necessity there 
is for increasing the pay of these officers does not 
appear. 
less than what they have been at any previous 
time. 

Mr. Srevens’s amendment to the amendment 
was rejected. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

Eighteenth amendment: 

Add the following: 

And that, after the close of the present fiscal year, the 
salary of euch of the Assistant Secretaries of the several 
Departments, and of the First Assistant Postmaster Gen- 


| eral, shall be $3,500. 





| war, 


Mr. STEVENS. If this amendment is to pre- 
vail, and this is for the House to determine, it 
ought to be amended by including the Assistant 
Attorney General. There is no reason why he 
should be left out if the salary of the others is to 
be fixed at this rate. I move to insert the Assist- 
ant Attorney General. Ido this by the direction 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania by add- 
ing these words: ‘*And the Second and Third Aud- 
itors of the Treasury.” 

Mr. Chairman, the effect would be to increase 
the salary of those officers from $3,000 to $3,500 a 
year. It is well known that the salary of those 
two officers was fixed half a century ago at $3,000. 
it has never been increased, while almost every 
other salary under the Government has been in- 
creased. I think that gentlemen familiar with the 
labor of those bureaus will admit that the labor 
and responsibility of the heads of these bureaus 
are much greater than are devolved on the chief of 
any other bureau or on any Assistant Secretary. 
The positions of the Second and Third Auditor 


require more ability, more experience, and more | 


integrity, than the duties performed by any of the 
various Assistant Secretaries under the Govern- 
ment. ‘The business thrown upon these bureaus 
by the war is incredible, and no ability or integ- 
rity can exceed the demands made by this vast 
accumulation on the chiefs to whom this business 
is confided. I am not prepared to say that any 
of these salaries should be increased; indeed, sir, 
I have uniformly opposed any increase of sala- 
ries; but if it is proper to increase the salaries of 
the Assistant Secretaries, I am certain that the 
may of the Second and Third Auditors of the 
freasury should be increased correspondingly. 
These Assistant Secretaries have been created 
since this Administration came into power. The 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, one of the 
most intelligentand accomplished gentlemen hold- 
ing office under the Government, receives a salary 
of $3,000, and the proposition is to increase it 
to $3,500. Before this Administration the duties 


and performed well. It was charged again and 


The duties of many of these officers are | 


were performed by the Secretary of the Interier, | 








again during Buchanan’s administration that the | 
_ labors of that Department did oot aerad the pay- 


ment of even the salaries then paid in that Depart- 
ment. Yet the duties of that Department were 
greater than now, for the business of the Depart- 
ment has been diminished by the operations of the 
lt may have been necessary, indeed it was 


| clearly necessary, to create new offices in the 





Navy and War Departments, and to the same ex. 
tent in the Treasury Department, but it canyos |. 
in a purely civil Department, where the busines 
has been diminished and not increased by the wa, 
Yet it is proposed to increase the salary of ;), 
officer to $3,500. The salary of the Second , 
Third Auditor was, as I have said, fixed hair 
century ago at $3,000, in consequence of the tale, 
and experience necessary to the proper discharop 
| of the dating of those positions. And yet with th. 
duty tremendously increased no increase js pro. 
posed of the salaries of their chiefs, both of whom 
are known to be eminently qualified for their ys. 
sponsible positions. I have no argument to gy). 
mit for the increase of salaries. I know of joy, 
1 would reduce many of the salaries; but | 4, 
protest against the discrimination which woy\d 
overlook the most laborious of our public sey. 
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1 

' 
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sponsibility and labors are less, especially in the 
present condition of the country. 

My proposition is simply this: inasmuch ag 
it is proposed to increase the salaries of Assistant 
Secretaries to $3,500, that the Second and Third 
Auditors shall have the benefit of the same jp. 
crease. And here let me say, sir, that if] woul 
vote for any increase of salary on the score of the 
fitness and ability of the officer, | should certainly 
favor the increase of that of the Assistant Sec. 
retary of the Interior. 

Mr. PIKE. I ask the gentleman from Indiang 
to include the Second Assistant Postmaster Gey. 
eral, whom we all know to be one of the most 
accomplished and efficient officers under this Goy. 
ernment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If the gentleman thinks tha: 
it will give strength to my proposition I accept it, 

Mr. GRINNELL. I desire to say a word in 
reference to this proposition to increase the com. 
pensation of the Second Assistant Postmaster 
General. It is understood that the duties pertain. 
ing to the contracts of the Post Office Department 
have been transferred tothe bureau of the Second 
Assistant Postmaster General. His name is in- 
cluded in the amendment, and therefore | hope 
it will pass. This office is charged with respo: 
sible duties, those pertaining to contracts and also 
inspection. I hope the amendment wil! pass, be- 
cause | believe it is due to that officer, if we raise 
the pay of the First Assistant, that the Second 
Assistant should also be included. 

Mr. SPALDING. I am entirely willing to 
vate for amendments which equalize the compen- 
sation; that is, which bring the salaries of some 
up to $3,500, and those of others who have $4,(00 
down to the same sum. But lam entirely averse 
to going in generally for raising salaries, and if 
gentlemen press their amendments too far, | shall 
be compelled to vote against all the provisions of 
the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa. 
in order now? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa. I give notice that 
at the proper time I shall move to strike out the 
words ‘five hundred,’? which amendment, if 
adopted, will leave the salaries at $3,000. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is the present salary. 

Mr. STEVENS. Is not the vote now to le 
taken upon the amendment offered by the gente 
man from Indiana to insert the Auditors? 

Mr. HOLMAN. | appeal to my friend from 
Maine [Mr. Pixe] to withdraw his amendmen, 
which I accepted, inasmuch as I desire to obtain 
s vote directly upon the proposition of increasing 
the salary of the Second and Third Auditors. The 
gentleman can get a vote upon his amendmett 
hereafter. 

Mr. PIKE. I would like to accommodate my 
friend, but I think I had better adhere to my 
amendment now. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then, as the amendment 
mine, I will myself modity it so as to include on'y 
the First and Second Auditors. 

Mr. MORRILL. | move to amend the amen 
ment by adding at the end of the sentence We 
following: 

Provided, That none of these officers shall receive mor 
pay than the salary of a member of Congress until after te 
| expiration of the present war, 

Mr. STEVENS. [Irise to a question of order. 
| There are two amendments already pending. 

' The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains {Mt 
| point of order. 
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